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CHEVRILEY

GENERAL MOTORS, GM, the GM Emblem,
CHEVROLET, the CHEVROLET Emblem, the MALIBU
Emblem, and the name MALIBU are registered
trademarks; and the name MALIBU MAXX is a
trademark of General Motors Corporation.

This manual includes the latest information at the time it
was printed. We reserve the right to make changes
after that time without further notice. For vehicles first
sold in Canada, substitute the name “General Motors of
Canada Limited” for Chevrolet Motor Division whenever
it appears in this manual.

Keep this manual in the vehicle, so it will be there if it is
needed while you are on the road. If the vehicle is
sold, leave this manual in the vehicle.

Litho in U.S.A.
Part No. 0O5MALIBU A First Edition

Canadian Owners

A French language copy of this manual can be obtained
from your dealer or from:

Helm, Incorporated
P.O. Box 07130
Detroit, M|l 48207

How to Use This Manual

Many people read the owner manual from beginning to
end when they first receive their new vehicle. If this

is done, it can help you learn about the features

and controls for the vehicle. Pictures and words work
together in the owner manual to explain things.

Index

A good place to quickly locate information about the
vehicle is the Index in the back of the manual. It is an
alphabetical list of what is in the manual and the
page number where it can be found.

©2004 General Motors Corporation. All Rights Reserved.




Safety Warnings and Symbols

There are a number of safety cautions in this book. We
use a box and the word CAUTION to tell about things
that could hurt you if you were to ignore the warning.

A\ CAUTION:

These mean there is something that could hurt
you or other people.

In the caution area, we tell you what the hazard is.
Then we tell you what to do to help avoid or reduce the
hazard. Please read these cautions. If you do not,

you or others could be hurt.

You will also find a circle
with a slash through it in
this book. This safety
symbol means “Do Not,”
“Do Not do this” or “Do Not
let this happen.”




Vehicle Damage Warnings

Also, in this manual you will find these notices:

Notice: These mean there is something that could
damage your vehicle.

A notice tells about something that can damage the
vehicle. Many times, this damage would not be covered
by your vehicle’s warranty, and it could be costly. But
the notice will tell what to do to help avoid the damage.

When you read other manuals, you might see
CAUTION and NOTICE warnings in different colors
or in different words.

There are also warning labels on the vehicle. They use
the same words, CAUTION or NOTICE.

Vehicle Symbols

The vehicle has components and labels that use
symbols instead of text. Symbols are shown along
with the text describing the operation or information
relating to a specific component, control, message,
gage, or indicator.

If you need help figuring out a specific name of
a component, gage, or indicator, reference the
following topics:

Seats and Restraint Systems in Section 1
Features and Controls in Section 2

Instrument Panel Overview in Section 3

Climate Controls in Section 3

Warning Lights, Gages, and Indicators in Section 3
Audio System(s) in Section 3

Engine Compartment Overview in Section 5




These are some examples of symbols that may be found on the vehicle:
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Front Seats

Manual Seats

A\ CAUTION:

You can lose control of the vehicle if you try to
adjust a manual driver's seat while the vehicle
is moving. The sudden movement could startle
and confuse you, or make you push a pedal
when you do not want to. Adjust the driver’s
seat only when the vehicle is not moving.

If your vehicle has a
manual seat adjustment,
lift the bar located

under the front of the seat
to unlock it.

Slide the seat to where you want it and release the bar.
Try to move the seat back and forth to be sure the
seat is locked in place.

Power Lift Seat

If your vehicle has this feature, to move the power lift
seat forward or rearward, pull up on the lever located
under the front of the driver’s seat to unlock it. Slide the
seat to where you want it and release the lever. Try

to move the seat with your body to make sure the seat
is locked into place.

To raise or lower the power lift seat, hold the switch
located on the outboard side of the driver's seat up
or down.




Six-Way Power Driver Seat Manual Lumbar

If your vehicle has this feature, the power seat control is
located on the outboard side of the driver’s seat.

To adjust the power seat, do the following:
If your vehicle has this feature, the handle is located on
the outboard side of the driver's seat. Ratchet the
handle down to increase lumbar support. Ratchet the
* Raise or lower the entire seat cushion by holding handle up to decrease lumbar support.

the center of the control up or down.

* Move the seat forward or rearward by pushing the
control toward the front or back of the vehicle.

* Raise or lower the front of the seat cushion by
holding the front of the control up or down.

¢ Raise or lower the rear of the seat cushion by
holding the rear of the control up or down.




Heated Seats

Your vehicle may have heated front seats.

The buttons are located
on the outboard corner
of the driver and front
passenger seat.

Press the top of the switch to turn the feature on. The
seat will heat to the high setting. The indicator light
above the switch will be lit next to the number 2.

Press the top of the switch again to go to the low
heat setting. The indicator light will be lit next to
the number 1.

Press the bottom of the switch to turn the feature off.

Reclining Seatbacks

To adjust the seatback, lift the lever located on the
outboard side of the seat and move the seatback to the
desired position. Release the lever to lock the
seatback. Pull up on the lever without pushing on the
seatback, and the seatback will return to the upright
position.




But do not have a seatback reclined if your vehicle
is moving.

A\ CAUTION:

Sitting in a reclined position when your vehicle
is in motion can be dangerous. Even if you
buckle up, your safety belts can not do their
job when you are reclined like this.

The shoulder belt can not do its job because it
will not be against your body. Instead, it will be
in front of you. In a crash you could go into it,
receiving neck or other injuries.

The lap belt can not do its job either. In a
crash the belt could go up over your abdomen.
The belt forces would be there, not at your
pelvic bones. This could cause serious internal
injuries.

For proper protection when the vehicle is in
motion, have the seatback upright. Then sit
well back in the seat and wear your safety belt
properly.




Head Restraints

The head restraints on both the front and rear seats are
adjustable. Press the button on the side of the post

to adjust the head restraint. Slide the head restraint up
or down so that the top of the restraint is closest to

the top of your head. This position reduces the chance
of a neck injury in a crash.

Passenger Folding Seatback

A\ CAUTION:

If you fold the seatback forward to carry longer
objects, such as skis, be sure any such cargo
is not near an airbag. In a crash, an inflating
airbag might force that object toward a person.
This could cause severe injury or even death.
Secure objects away from the area in which an
airbag would inflate. For more information, see
Where Are the Airbags? on page 1-54 and
Loading Your Vehicle on page 4-29.

A\ CAUTION:

Things you put on this seatback can strike and
injure people in a sudden stop or turn, or in a
crash. Remove or secure all items before
driving.




You can fold the front passenger’s seatback down to
allow for more cargo space or as a temporary table while
the vehicle is stopped.

To fold the seatback down, do the following:

1. Make sure the seatback is at the most upright
position and locked.

2. Push forward on one of
the levers located on
either side of the
back of the
passenger’s seatback.

2

3. Fold the seatback down.
To raise the seatback, do the following:

1. Push down on one of the levers and pull the
seatback up to lock it into place. Make sure
the safety belt is not twisted or caught in the
seatback.

2. Push and pull the top of the seatback to be sure it
is locked into position.

3. Use the reclining front seatback lever to adjust the
seatback to a comfortable position.




Rear Seats To fold down the rear seatback on the MAXX, do
the following:

Rear Seat Operation
Folding the Seatback

Your vehicle may have a split folding rear seatback.

To fold down the rear seatback on the sedan, do
the following:

1. Open the trunk and pull one or both of the gray
handles located on the upper part of the trunk
opening. The driver’s side handle will open
the larger side of the seatback. The passenger’s
side handle will open the smaller side of the
seatback.

2. Once a handle is pulled, the seatback can be
pushed open through the trunk, or pulled open
from inside the vehicle.

1. Pull up on and hold the lever located on the side of
either rear seat.




A\ CAUTION:

If the seatback is not locked, it could move
forward in a sudden stop or crash. That could
cause injury to the person sitting there. Always
press rearward on the seatback to be sure it
is locked.

2. Once a lever is pulled, the seatback can be pushed
into the down position.

A\ CAUTION:

A safety belt that is improperly routed, not
properly attached, or twisted will not provide
the protection needed in a crash. The person
wearing the belt could be seriously injured.
After raising the rear seatback, always check
to be sure that the safety belts are properly
routed and attached, and are not twisted.

To return the seatback to the upright position, push the
seatback up until you hear a click. Then pull on the
seatback to make sure it is secure.
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Rear Sliding Seat (MAXX Only)

If your vehicle is the MAXX model your rear seat will
slide forward or rearward to allow more cargo space in
the rear.

Lift the bar located under the front of the seat to unlock
the seat. Slide the seat to where you want it and
release the bar. Try to move the seat back and forth to
be sure the seat is locked in place.

If your vehicle has the rear seat entertainment system,
the rear seat should only be moved forward to a
certain point in order to use the DVD player properly.
Slide the rear seat up so the front edge of the seat
cushion is lined up with the mark on the carpet retainer
trim on the floor of the driver’s side rear seat. If the
rear seat is up past the mark, you will not be able

to open the DVD screen.

Safety Belts

Safety Belts: They Are for Everyone

This part of the manual tells you how to use safety
belts properly. It also tells you some things you should
not do with safety belts.

A\ CAUTION:

Do not let anyone ride where he or she can not
wear a safety belt properly. If you are in a
crash and you are not wearing a safety belt,
your injuries can be much worse. You can hit
things inside the vehicle or be ejected from it.
You can be seriously injured or killed. In the
same crash, you might not be, if you are
buckled up. Always fasten your safety belt,

and check that your passengers’ belts are
fastened properly too.
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A\ CAUTION:

It is extremely dangerous to ride in a cargo
area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a
collision, people riding in these areas are more
likely to be seriously injured or killed. Do not
allow people to ride in any area of your vehicle
that is not equipped with seats and safety
belts. Be sure everyone in your vehicle is in a
seat and using a safety belt properly.

Your vehicle has a light
that comes on as a
reminder to buckle up. See
Safety Belt Reminder

Light on page 3-34.

In most states and in all Canadian provinces, the law
says to wear safety belts. Here is why: They work.

You never know if you will be in a crash. If you do have
a crash, you do not know if it will be a bad one.

A few crashes are mild, and some crashes can be so
serious that even buckled up, a person would not
survive. But most crashes are in between. In many of
them, people who buckle up can survive and sometimes
walk away. Without belts they could have been badly
hurt or killed.

After more than 30 years of safety belts in vehicles, the
facts are clear. In most crashes buckling up does
matter...a lot!
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Why Safety Belts Work

When you ride in or on anything, you go as fast as
it goes.

Put someone on it.

Take the simplest vehicle. Suppose it is just a seat
on wheels.
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Get it up to speed. Then stop the vehicle. The rider The person keeps going until stopped by something.
does not stop. In a real vehicle, it could be the windshield...
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or the instrument panel...

or the safety belts!

With safety belts, you slow down as the vehicle does.
You get more time to stop. You stop over more distance,
and your strongest bones take the forces. That is why
safety belts make such good sense.
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Questions and Answers About
Safety Belts

Q: Will | be trapped in the vehicle after an accident

A:

if | am wearing a safety belt?

You could be — whether you are wearing a safety
belt or not. But you can unbuckle a safety belt,
even if you are upside down. And your chance of
being conscious during and after an accident,

so you can unbuckle and get out, is much greater if
you are belted.

. If my vehicle has airbags, why should | have to

wear safety belts?

. Airbags are in many vehicles today and will be in

most of them in the future. But they are
supplemental systems only; so they work with
safety belts — not instead of them. Every airbag
system ever offered for sale has required the use of
safety belts. Even if you are in a vehicle that has
airbags, you still have to buckle up to get the most
protection. That is true not only in frontal collisions,
but especially in side and other collisions.

Q: If I am a good driver, and | never drive far from

A:

home, why should | wear safety belts?

You may be an excellent driver, but if you are in an
accident — even one that is not your fault — you
and your passengers can be hurt. Being a good
driver does not protect you from things beyond your
control, such as bad drivers.

Most accidents occur within 25 miles (40 km) of
home. And the greatest number of serious injuries
and deaths occur at speeds of less than 40 mph
(65 km/h).

Safety belts are for everyone.
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How to Wear Safety Belts Properly

This part is only for people of adult size.

Be aware that there are special things to know about
safety belts and children. And there are different

rules for smaller children and babies. If a child will be
riding in your vehicle, see Older Children on page 1-32
or Infants and Young Children on page 1-34. Follow
those rules for everyone’s protection.

First, you will want to know which restraint systems your
vehicle has.

We will start with the driver position.

Driver Position
Lap-Shoulder Belt

The driver has a lap-shoulder belt. Here is how to wear
it properly.
1. Close and lock the door.

2. Adjust the seat so you can sit up straight. To see
how, see “Seats” in the Index.

3. Pick up the latch plate and pull the belt across you.
Do not let it get twisted.

The shoulder belt may lock if you pull the belt
across you very quickly. If this happens, let the belt
go back slightly to unlock it. Then pull the belt
across you more slowly.

4. Push the latch plate into the buckle until it clicks.
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If the belt stops before it reaches the buckle, tilt the 5. To make the lap part tight, pull down on the buckle
latch plate and keep pulling until you can buckle end of the belt as you pull up on the shoulder bel.
the belt.

Pull up on the latch plate to make sure it is secure.
If the belt is not long enough, see Safety Belt
Extender on page 1-31.

Make sure the release button on the buckle is
positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
safety belt quickly if you ever had to.
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The lap part of the belt should be worn low and snug on
the hips, just touching the thighs. In a crash, this
applies force to the strong pelvic bones. And you would
be less likely to slide under the lap belt. If you slid
under it, the belt would apply force at your abdomen.
This could cause serious or even fatal injuries. The
shoulder belt should go over the shoulder and across
the chest. These parts of the body are best able to take
belt restraining forces.

The safety belt locks if there is a sudden stop or crash,
or if you pull the belt very quickly out of the retractor.




Q: What is wrong with this?

\

e

Sz
ST

A\ CAUTION:

You can be seriously hurt if your shoulder belt
is too loose. In a crash, you would move

forward too much, which could increase injury.
The shoulder belt should fit against your body.

=

A The shoulder belt is too loose. It will not give nearly

as much protection this way.
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Q: What is wrong with this?

A\ CAUTION:

You can be seriously injured if your belt is
buckled in the wrong place like this. In a crash,
the belt would go up over your abdomen. The
belt forces would be there, not at the pelvic
bones. This could cause serious internal
injuries. Always buckle your belt into the
buckle nearest you.

A The belt is buckled in the wrong place.
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Q: What is wrong with this?

|

A\ CAUTION:

You can be seriously injured if you wear the
shoulder belt under your arm. In a crash, your
body would move too far forward, which would
increase the chance of head and neck injury.
Also, the belt would apply too much force to
the ribs, which are not as strong as shoulder
bones. You could also severely injure internal
organs like your liver or spleen.

A The shoulder belt is worn under the arm. It should
be worn over the shoulder at all times.
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Q: What is wrong with this?

A\ CAUTION:

In a crash, you would not have the full width of
/__/ \ the belt to spread impact forces. If a belt is

F ~ twisted, make it straight so it can work
properly, or ask your dealer to fix it.

~< \ -{\ You can be seriously injured by a twisted belt.

A The belt is twisted across the body.
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To unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle.
The belt should go back out of the way.

Before you close the door, be sure the belt is out of the
way. If you slam the door on it, you can damage
both the belt and your vehicle.

Shoulder Belt Height Adjustment

Before you begin to drive, move the shoulder belt
adjuster to the height that is right for you.

>

To move it down, push
down the release button (A)
and move the height
adjuster to the desired
position. You can move the
adjuster up by pushing the
release button up. After you
move the adjuster to where
you want it, try to move it
without pushing the release
button to make sure it has
locked into position.

Adjust the height so that the shoulder portion of the
belt is centered on your shoulder. The belt should
be away from your face and neck, but not falling off

your shoulder.
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Safety Belt Use During Pregnancy

Safety belts work for everyone, including pregnant
women. Like all occupants, they are more likely to be
seriously injured if they do not wear safety belts.

A pregnant woman should wear a lap-shoulder belt, and
the lap portion should be worn as low as possible,
below the rounding, throughout the pregnancy.

The best way to protect the fetus is to protect the
mother. When a safety belt is worn properly, it is more
likely that the fetus will not be hurt in a crash. For
pregnant women, as for anyone, the key to making
safety belts effective is wearing them properly.

Right Front Passenger Position

To learn how to wear the right front passenger’s safety
belt properly, see Driver Position on page 1-16.

The right front passenger’s safety belt works the same
way as the driver’s safety belt — except for one

thing. If you ever pull the shoulder portion of the belt out
all the way, you will engage the child restraint locking
feature. If this happens, just let the belt go back all

the way and start again.

Rear Seat Passengers

It is very important for rear seat passengers to buckle
up! Accident statistics show that unbelted people in
the rear seat are hurt more often in crashes than those
who are wearing safety belts.

Rear passengers who are not safety belted can be
thrown out of the vehicle in a crash. And they can strike
others in the vehicle who are wearing safety belts.
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Lap-Shoulder Belt

All rear seating positions have lap-shoulder belts. Here
is how to wear one properly.

If the belt stops before it reaches the buckle, tilt the
latch plate and keep pulling until you can buckle it.

Pull up on the latch plate to make sure it is secure.
If the belt is not long enough, see Safety Belt

1. Pick up the latch plate and pull the belt across you. Extender on page 1-31.
Do not let it get twisted. ] Make sure the release button on the buckle is
The shoulder belt may lock if you pull the belt positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
across you very quickly. If this happens, let the belt safety belt quickly if you ever had to.

go back slightly to unlock it. Then pull the belt
across you more slowly.

2. Push the latch plate into the buckle until it clicks.
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3. To make the lap part tight, pull down on the buckle

1-26

end of the belt as you pull up on the shoulder part.
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The lap part of the belt should be worn low and snug on
the hips, just touching the thighs. In a crash this applies
force to the strong pelvic bones. And you would be less
likely to slide under the lap belt. If you slid under it, the
belt would apply force at your abdomen. This could cause
serious or even fatal injuries. The shoulder belt should go
over the shoulder and across the chest. These parts of
the body are best able to take belt restraining forces.

The safety belt locks if there is a sudden stop or a crash,
or if you pull the belt very quickly out of the retractor.




Rear Safety Belt Comfort Guides for

A\ CAUTION: Children and Small Adults

. . Rear shoulder belt comfort guides will provide added
You can be seriously hurt if your shoulder belt safety belt comfort for older children who have outgrown
is too loose. In a crash, you would move booster seats and for small adults. When installed on
forward too much, which could increase injury. a shoulder belt, the comfort guide better positions
The shoulder belt should fit against your body. the belt away from the neck and head.

To unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle.
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Malibu Sedan

There is one guide for each outside passenger position
in the rear seat. To provide added safety belt comfort
for children who have outgrown child restraints and
booster seats and for smaller adults, the comfort guides
may be installed on the shoulder belts. Here is how

to install a comfort guide and use the safety belt:

2. Slide the guide under and past the belt. The elastic
cord must be under the belt. Then, place the guide
over the belt, and insert the two edges of the
belt into the slots of the guide.

1. Pull the elastic cord out from between the edge of
the seatback and the interior body to remove the
guide from its storage clip.
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3. Be sure that the belt is not twisted and it lies flat.
The elastic cord must be under the belt and the
guide on top.

4. Buckle, position and release the safety belt as
described in Rear Seat Passengers on page 1-24.
Make sure that the shoulder belt crosses the
shoulder.

To remove and store the comfort guides, squeeze the
belt edges together so that you can take them out of the
guides. Pull the guide upward to expose its storage

clip, and then slide the guide onto the clip. Turn

the guide and clip inward and slide them between the
seatback and the interior body, leaving only the

loop of the elastic cord exposed.
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Malibu MAXX

There is a safety belt routing guide attached to each
outside passenger position in the rear seat of the
Malibu MAXX. Here is how to use the safety belt
routing guide:

1. Slide the edge of the safety belt (D) through the
opening at the top of the guide (B).

2. Adjust the safety belt so that it lies flat against the
lower level (C) or the upper level (A) of the guide.

Be sure the safety belt lies flat against the guide.

3. Buckle position and release the safety belt as
described in Rear Seat Passengers on page 1-24.
Make sure that the shoulder belt crosses the
shoulder.

To remove the safety belt from the guide, slide the edge
of the safety belt through the opening at the top of
the guide.
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Safety Belt Pretensioners

Your vehicle has safety belt pretensioners. Although
you cannot see them, they are located on the retractor
part of the safety belts for the driver and right front
passenger. They help the safety belts reduce a person’s
forward movement in a moderate to severe frontal or
near frontal crash.

Pretensioners work only once. If they activate in a
crash, you will need to get new ones, and probably other
new parts for your safety belt system. See Replacing
Restraint System Parts After a Crash on page 1-63.

Safety Belt Extender

If the vehicle’'s safety belt will fasten around you, you
should use it.

But if a safety belt is not long enough, your dealer will
order you an extender. It is free. When you go in to
order it, take the heaviest coat you will wear, so

the extender will be long enough for you. To help avoid
personal injury, do not let someone else use it, and

use it only for the seat it is made to fit. The extender has
been designed for adults. Never use it for securing

child seats. To wear it, just attach it to the regular safety
belt. For more information, see the instruction sheet
that comes with the extender.
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Child Restraints Q: What is the proper way to wear safety belts?

. A possible, an older child should wear a
Older Children lap-shoulder belt and get the additional restraint a
shoulder belt can provide. The shoulder belt
should not cross the face or neck. The lap belt
should fit snugly below the hips, just touching the
top of the thighs. It should never be worn over
the abdomen, which could cause severe or even
fatal internal injuries in a crash.

Accident statistics show that children are safer if they
are restrained in the rear seat.

In a crash, children who are not buckled up can strike
other people who are buckled up, or can be thrown
out of the vehicle. Older children need to use safety
belts properly.

Older children who have outgrown booster seats should
wear the vehicle’s safety belts.
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A\ CAUTION:

Never do this.

Here two children are wearing the same belt.
The belt can not properly spread the impact
forces. In a crash, the two children can be
crushed together and seriously injured. A belt
must be used by only one person at a time.

Q: What if a child is wearing a lap-shoulder belt,

A:

but the child is so small that the shoulder belt
is very close to the child’s face or neck?

If the child is sitting in a seat next to a window,
move the child toward the center of the vehicle.
Also see Rear Safety Belt Comfort Guides for
Children and Small Adults on page 1-27. If the child
is sitting in the center rear seat passenger

position, move the child toward the safety belt
buckle. In either case, be sure that the shoulder belt
still is on the child’s shoulder, so that in a crash

the child’s upper body would have the restraint that
belts provide.
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A\ CAUTION:

Never do this.

Here a child is sitting in a seat that has a
lap-shoulder belt, but the shoulder part is
behind the child. If the child wears the belt in
this way, in a crash the child might slide under
the belt. The belt's force would then be applied
right on the child’s abdomen. That could cause
serious or fatal injuries.

Wherever the child sits, the lap portion of the belt
should be worn low and snug on the hips, just touching
the child’s thighs. This applies belt force to the child’'s
pelvic bones in a crash.

Infants and Young Children

Everyone in a vehicle needs protection! This includes
infants and all other children. Neither the distance
traveled nor the age and size of the traveler changes
the need, for everyone, to use safety restraints. In fact,
the law in every state in the United States and in
every Canadian province says children up to some age
must be restrained while in a vehicle.

Every time infants and young children ride in vehicles,
they should have the protection provided by appropriate
restraints. Young children should not use the vehicle’s
adult safety belts alone, unless there is no other choice.
Instead, they need to use a child restraint.
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A\ CAUTION:

People should never hold a baby in their arms
while riding in a vehicle. A baby does not
weigh much — until a crash. During a crash a
baby will become so heavy it is not possible to
hold it. For example, in a crash at only 25 mph
(40 km/h), a 12-Ib (5.5 kg) baby will suddenly
become a 240-Ib (110 kg) force on a person’s
arms. A baby should be secured in an
appropriate restraint.
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CAUTION: (Continued)

A\ CAUTION:

Children who are up against, or very close to,
any airbag when it inflates can be seriously
injured or killed. Airbags plus lap-shoulder
belts offer protection for adults and older

CAUTION: (Continued)

children, but not for young children and
infants. Neither the vehicle’s safety belt system
nor its airbag system is designed for them.
Young children and infants need the protection
that a child restraint system can provide.

QZ What are the different types of add-on child

A:

restraints?

Add-on child restraints, which are purchased by the
vehicle’s owner, are available in four basic types.
Selection of a particular restraint should take

into consideration not only the child’s weight, height
and age but also whether or not the restraint will
be compatible with the motor vehicle in which it will
be used.

For most basic types of child restraints, there are
many different models available. When purchasing a
child restraint, be sure it is designed to be used

in a motor vehicle. If it is, the restraint will have a
label saying that it meets federal motor vehicle
safety standards.
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The restraint manufacturer’s instructions that come
with the restraint, state the weight and height
limitations for a particular child restraint. In addition,
there are many kinds of restraints available for
children with special needs.

A\ CAUTION:

A\ CAUTION:

Newborn infants need complete support,
including support for the head and neck. This
is necessary because a newborn infant’s neck
is weak and its head weighs so much
compared with the rest of its body. In a crash,
an infant in a rear-facing seat settles into the
restraint, so the crash forces can be
distributed across the strongest part of an
infant’s body, the back and shoulders. Infants
always should be secured in appropriate infant
restraints.

The body structure of a young child is quite
unlike that of an adult or older child, for whom
the safety belts are designed. A young child’'s
hip bones are still so small that the vehicle’s
regular safety belt may not remain low on the
hip bones, as it should. Instead, it may settle
up around the child’s abdomen. In a crash, the
belt would apply force on a body area that is
unprotected by any bony structure. This alone
could cause serious or fatal injuries. Young
children always should be secured in
appropriate child restraints.
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Child Restraint Systems

(A)

An infant car bed (A), a special bed made for use in a
motor vehicle, is an infant restraint system designed
to restrain or position a child on a continuous flat
surface. Make sure that the infant’s head rests toward

the center of the vehicle.
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(B

A rear-facing infant seat (B) provides restraint with the
seating surface against the back of the infant. The
harness system holds the infant in place and, in a crash,
acts to keep the infant positioned in the restraint.




A forward-facing child seat (C-E) provides restraint for
the child’s body with the harness and also sometimes
with surfaces such as T-shaped or shelf-like shields.

A booster seat (F-G) is a child restraint designed to
improve the fit of the vehicle’s safety belt system.
Some booster seats have a shoulder belt positioner,
and some high-back booster seats have a five-point
harness. A booster seat can also help a child to see
out the window.

1-39



Q: How do child restraints work?

A A child restraint system is any device designed for
use in a motor vehicle to restrain, seat, or position
children. A built-in child restraint system is a
permanent part of the motor vehicle. An add-on
child restraint system is a portable one, which
is purchased by the vehicle’s owner.

For many years, add-on child restraints have used
the adult belt system in the vehicle. To help

reduce the chance of injury, the child also has to be
secured within the restraint. The vehicle’s belt
system secures the add-on child restraint in the
vehicle, and the add-on child restraint’s harness
system holds the child in place within the restraint.

One system, the three-point harness, has straps
that come down over each of the infant’s
shoulders and buckle together at the crotch. The
five-point harness system has two shoulder straps,
two hip straps and a crotch strap. A shield may
take the place of hip straps. A T-shaped shield has
shoulder straps that are attached to a flat pad
which rests low against the child’s body. A shelf- or
armrest-type shield has straps that are attached

to a wide, shelf-like shield that swings up or to

the side.

When choosing a child restraint, be sure the child
restraint is designed to be used in a vehicle. If it is, it
will have a label saying that it meets federal motor
vehicle safety standards.

Then follow the instructions for the restraint. You may
find these instructions on the restraint itself or in a
booklet, or both. These restraints use the belt system or
the LATCH system in your vehicle, but the child also
has to be secured within the restraint to help reduce the
chance of personal injury. When securing an add-on
child restraint, refer to the instructions that come with the
restraint which may be on the restraint itself or in a
booklet, or both, and to this manual. The child restraint
instructions are important, so if they are not available,
obtain a replacement copy from the manufacturer.
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Where to Put the Restraint

Accident statistics show that children are safer if they
are restrained in the rear rather than the front seat. We,
therefore, recommend that child restraints be secured
in a rear seat, including an infant riding in a rear-facing
infant seat, a child riding in a forward-facing child

seat and an older child riding in a booster seat. Never
put a rear-facing child restraint in the front passenger
seat. Here is why:

A\ CAUTION:

A child in a rear-facing child restraint can be
seriously injured or killed if the right front
passenger’s airbag inflates. This is because
the back of the rear-facing child restraint
would be very close to the inflating airbag.
Always secure a rear-facing child restraint in a
rear seat.

If you need to secure a forward-facing child
restraint in the right front seat, always move
the front passenger seat as far back as it will
go. It is better to secure the child restraint in a
rear seat.

Wherever you install it, be sure to secure the child
restraint properly.

Keep in mind that an unsecured child restraint can
move around in a collision or sudden stop and injure
people in the vehicle. Be sure to properly secure

any child restraint in your vehicle — even when no child
is in it.

Top Strap

Some child restraints have a top strap, or “top tether.” It
can help restrain the child restraint during a collision.
For it to work, a top strap must be properly anchored to
the vehicle. Some top strap-equipped child restraints
are designed for use with or without the top strap being
anchored. Others require the top strap always to be
anchored. Be sure to read and follow the instructions for
your child restraint. If yours requires that the top strap
be anchored, do not use the restraint unless it is
anchored properly.

If the child restraint does not have a top strap, one can
be obtained, in kit form, for many child restraints.

Ask the child restraint manufacturer whether or not a kit
is available.
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A\ CAUTION:

Each top tether bracket is designed to anchor
only one child restraint. Attaching more than
one child restraint to a single bracket could
cause the anchor to come loose or even break
during a crash. A child or others could be
injured if this happens. To help prevent injury
to people and damage to your vehicle, attach
only one child restraint per bracket.

Once you have the top strap anchored, you will be

In Canada, the law requires that forward-facing child ready to secure the child restraint itself. Tighten the top
restraints have a top strap, and that the strap be ) strap when and as the child restraint manufacturer’s
anchored. In the United States, some child restraints instructions say.

also have a top strap. If your child restraint has a
top strap, it should be anchored.

Anchor the top strap to an anchor point specified in Top
Strap Anchor Location on page 1-43. Be sure to use

an anchor point located on the same side of the vehicle
as the seating position where the child restraint will

be placed.
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Top Strap Anchor Location

Your vehicle has top strap anchors already installed for
the rear seating positions. For the sedan you will

find them behind the rear seat on the filler panel. For
the MAXX, you will find them on the back of the

rear seatback.

Do not secure a child restraint with a top strap in the
right front passenger’s position if a national or local law
requires that the top strap be anchored, or if the
instructions that come with the child restraint say that
the top strap must be anchored. There is no place

to anchor the top strap in this position.

Sedan

MAXX

Lower Anchorages and Top Tethers
for Children (LATCH System)

Your vehicle has the LATCH system. You will find
anchors for all three rear seating positions. The anchors
are visible between the seatback and the seat cushion.
There is a specific way to attach a child restraint to

the anchors in the three possible positions.
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A B C

A. Passenger’s Side C. Driver's Side
Rear Seat Rear Seat
B. Center Rear Seat

Make sure to attach the child restraint at the proper
anchor location.

This system, designed to make installation of child

restraints easier, does not use the vehicle’s safety belts.

Instead, it uses vehicle anchors and child restraint
attachments to secure the restraints. Some restraints
also use another vehicle anchor to secure a top
tether strap.

A. Lower Anchorage
B. Lower Anchorage
C. Top Tether
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In order to use the LATCH system in your vehicle, you
need a child restraint designed for that system.

A\ CAUTION:

If a LATCH-type child restraint is not attached
to its anchorage points, the restraint will not
be able to protect the child correctly. In a
crash, the child could be seriously injured or
killed. Make sure that a LATCH-type child
restraint is properly installed using the
anchorage points, or use the vehicle’s safety
belts to secure the restraint, following the

A. Lower Anchorage instructions that came with that restraint, and
B. Lower Anchorage also the instructions in this manual.
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Securing a Child Restraint Designed
for the LATCH System

1. Find the LATCH anchorages for the seating
position you want to use, where the bottom of the
seatback meets the back of the seat cushion.

See Lower Anchorages and Top Tethers for
Children (LATCH System) on page 1-43.

2. Put the child restraint on the seat.

3. Attach and tighten the LATCH attachments on the
child restraint to the LATCH anchorages in the
vehicle. The child restraint instructions will show
you how.

4. If the child restraint is forward-facing, attach and
tighten the top tether to the top tether anchorage.
The child restraint instructions will show you
how. Also see Top Strap on page 1-41.

5. Push and pull the child restraint in different
directions to be sure it is secure.

To remove the child restraint, simply unhook the

top tether from the top tether anchorage and then
disconnect the LATCH attachments from the LATCH
anchorages.

Securing a Child Restraint in a Rear
Seat Position

If your child restraint is equipped with the LATCH
system, see Lower Anchorages and Top Tethers for
Children (LATCH System) on page 1-43. See Top Strap
on page 1-41 if the child restraint has one.

If your child restraint does not have the LATCH system,
you will be using the lap-shoulder belt to secure the
child restraint in this position. Be sure to follow the
instructions that came with the child restraint. Secure
the child in the child restraint when and as the
instructions say.

1. Put the child restraint on the seat.

2. Pick up the latch plate, and run the lap and shoulder
portions of the vehicle’s safety belt through or
around the restraint. The child restraint instructions
will show you how.
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Tilt the latch plate to adjust the belt if needed. 3. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is
positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
safety belt quickly if you ever had to.
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4. Pull the rest of the shoulder belt all the way out of 5. To tighten the belt, push down on the child restraint,
the retractor to set the lock. pull the shoulder portion of the belt to tighten the
lap portion of the belt and feed the shoulder
belt back into the retractor. If you are using a
forward-facing child restraint, you may find it helpful
to use your knee to push down on the child
restraint as you tighten the belt.

6. Push and pull the child restraint in different
directions to be sure it is secure.

To remove the child restraint, just unbuckle the vehicle’s
safety belt and let it go back all the way. The safety

belt will move freely again and be ready to work for an
adult or larger child passenger.
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Securing a Child Restraint in the
Right Front Seat Position

If your child restraint is equipped with the LATCH
system, see Lower Anchorages and Top Tethers for
Children (LATCH System) on page 1-43.

There is no top strap anchor in the right front
passenger’s position. Do not secure a child seat in this
position if a national or local law requires that the

top strap be anchored, or if the instructions that come
with the child restraint say that the top strap must

be anchored. See Top Strap on page 1-41 if the child
restraint has one.

Your vehicle has a right front passenger airbag.
Never put a rear-facing child restraint in this seat.
Here is why:

A\ CAUTION:

A child in a rear-facing child restraint can be
seriously injured or killed if the right front
passenger’s airbag inflates. This is because
the back of the rear-facing child restraint
would be very close to the inflating airbag.
Always secure a rear-facing child restraint in a
rear seat.

A rear seat is a safer place to secure a forward-facing
child restraint. If you need to secure a forward-facing
child restraint in the right front seat, you will be using the
lap-shoulder belt to secure the restraint in this position.
Be sure to follow the instructions that came with the
child restraint. Secure the child in the child restraint
when and as the instructions say.

1. Because your vehicle has a right front passenger
airbag, always move the seat as far back as it will
go before securing a forward-facing child restraint.
See Manual Seats on page 1-2.

2. Put the child restraint on the seat.
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3. Pick up the latch plate, and run the lap and shoulder
portions of the vehicle’s safety belt through or
around the restraint. The child restraint instructions
will show you how.

5. Pull the rest of the shoulder belt all the way out of
the retractor to set the lock.

4. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is
positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
safety belt quickly if you ever had to.
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6. To tighten the belt, push down on the child restraint,
pull the shoulder portion of the belt to tighten the
lap portion of the belt and feed the shoulder
belt back into the retractor. You may find it helpful
to use your knee to push down on the child
restraint as you tighten the belt.

7. Push and pull the child restraint in different
directions to be sure it is secure.

To remove the child restraint, just unbuckle the vehicle’s
safety belt and let it go back all the way. The safety

belt will move freely again and be ready to work for an
adult or larger child passenger.

Airbag System

Your vehicle has a frontal airbag for the driver and
another frontal airbag for the right front passenger. Your
vehicle may also have a seat-mounted side impact
airbag for the driver and for the right front passenger.
Your vehicle may also have roof mounted side

impact airbags. Roof mounted side impact airbags are
available for the driver and the passenger seated directly
behind the driver and for the right front passenger

and the passenger seated directly behind that
passenger.

If your vehicle has seat-mounted side impact airbags,
the words AIR BAG will appear on the airbag covering
on the side of the front seatback closest to the door.

If your vehicle has roof-mounted side impact airbags,
the words AIR BAG will appear on the airbag covering
on the ceiling near the driver’'s and right front
passenger’s window.

Frontal airbags are designed to help reduce the risk of
injury from the force of an inflating frontal airbag.

But these airbags must inflate very quickly to do their
job and comply with federal regulations.
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Here are the most important things to know about the
airbag system:

CAUTION: (Continued)

A\ CAUTION:

You can be severely injured or killed in a crash
if you are not wearing your safety belt, even if
you have airbags. Wearing your safety belt
during a crash helps reduce your chance of
hitting things inside the vehicle or being
ejected from it. Airbags are designed to work
with safety belts but do not replace them.

Frontal airbags for the driver and right front
passenger are designed to deploy only in
moderate to severe frontal and near frontal
crashes. They are not designed to inflate in
rollover, rear or low-speed frontal crashes,

or in many side crashes. And, for some
unrestrained occupants, frontal airbags may
provide less protection in frontal crashes than
more forceful airbags have provided in the past.

Side impact airbags are designed to inflate only
in moderate to severe crashes where something

CAUTION: (Continued)

hits the side of your vehicle. They are not
designed to inflate in frontal, in rollover or in
rear crashes.

Everyone in your vehicle should wear a safety
belt properly, whether or not there is an airbag
for that person.

A\ CAUTION:

Both frontal and side impact airbags inflate
with great force, faster than the blink of an
eye. If you are too close to an inflating airbag,
as you would be if you were leaning forward, it
could seriously injure you. Safety belts help
keep you in position for airbag inflation before
and during a crash. Always wear your safety
belt even with frontal airbags. The driver
should sit as far back as possible while still
maintaining control of the vehicle. Occupants
should not lean on or sleep against the door.
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There is an airbag

i readiness light on
A CAUTION: . PY the instrument panel
" clustgr, which shows

Anyone who is up against, or very close to, ﬁ\ the airbag symbol.

any airbag when it inflates can be seriously
injured or killed. Airbags plus lap-shoulder
belts offer the best protection for adults, but

not for young children and infants. Neither the The system checks the airbag electrical system for
vehicle’s safety belt system nor its airbag malfunctions. The light tells you if there is an electrical
system is designed for them. Young children problem. See Airbag Readiness Light on page 3-34
and infants need the protection that a child for more information.

restraint system can provide. Always secure
children properly in your vehicle. To read how,
see Older Children on page 1-32 or Infants and
Young Children on page 1-34.
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Where Are the Airbags?

The right front passenger’s frontal airbag is in the
instrument panel on the passenger’s side.

The driver’s frontal airbag is in the middle of the
steering wheel.
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If your vehicle has a seat-mounted side impact airbag If your vehicle has a seat-mounted side impact airbag
for the driver, it is in the side of the driver's seatback for the right front passenger, it is in the side of the
closest to the door. passenger’s seatback closest to the door.
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If your vehicle has a roof-mounted side impact airbag If your vehicle has a roof-mounted side impact airbag

for the driver and the person seated directly behind the for the right front passenger and the person seated

driver, it is in the ceiling above the side windows. directly behind that passenger, it is in the ceiling above
the side windows.
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A\ CAUTION:

A\ CAUTION:

If something is between an occupant and an
airbag, the bag might not inflate properly or it
might force the object into that person causing
severe injury or even death. The path of an
inflating airbag must be kept clear. Do not put
anything between an occupant and an airbag,
and do not attach or put anything on the
steering wheel hub or on or near any other
airbag covering. And, if your vehicle has side
impact airbags, never secure anything to the
roof of your vehicle by routing the rope or
tiedown through any door or window opening.
If you do, the path of an inflating side impact
airbag will be blocked. The path of an inflating
airbag must be kept clear.

If something is between an occupant and an
airbag, the airbag might not inflate properly or
it might force the object into that person
causing severe injury or even death. The path
of an inflating airbag must be kept clear. Do
not put anything between an occupant and an
airbag, and do not attach or put anything on
the steering wheel hub or on or near any other
airbag covering. Do not let seat covers block
the inflation path of a side impact airbag.
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When Should an Airbag Inflate?

The driver's and right front passenger’s frontal airbags
are designed to inflate in moderate to severe frontal

or near-frontal crashes. But they are designed to inflate
only if the impact exceeds a predetermined deployment
threshold. Deployment thresholds take into account

a variety of desired deployment and non-deployment
events and are used to predict how severe a crash

is likely to be in time for the airbags to inflate and help
restrain the occupants. Whether your frontal airbags
will or should deploy is not based on how fast your
vehicle is traveling. It depends largely on what you hit,
the direction of the impact and how quickly your
vehicle slows down.

In addition, your vehicle has “dual stage” frontal airbags,
which adjust the restraint according to crash severity.
Your vehicle is equipped with electronic frontal sensors
which help the sensing system distinguish between a
moderate frontal impact and a more severe frontal
impact. For moderate frontal impacts, these airbags
inflate at a level less than full deployment. For

more severe frontal impacts, full deployment occurs.

If the front of your vehicle goes straight into a wall that
does not move or deform, the threshold level for the
reduced deployment is about 12 to 16 mph

(19 to 26 km/h), and the threshold level for a full
deployment is about 18 to 24 mph (29 to 38.5 km/h).
(The threshold level can vary, however, with specific
vehicle design, so that it can be somewhat above

or below this range.)

Airbags may inflate at different crash speeds.
For example:

¢ |f the vehicle hits a stationary object, the airbag
could inflate at a different crash speed than if
the object were moving.

¢ If the object deforms, the airbag could inflate
at a different crash speed than if the object does
not deform.

¢ |f the vehicle hits a narrow object (like a pole) the
airbag could inflate at a different crash speed
than if the vehicle hits a wide object (like a wall).

¢ |f the vehicle goes into an object at an angle the
airbag could inflate at a different crash speed
than if the vehicle goes straight into the object.

Frontal airbags (driver and right front passenger) are not
intended to inflate during vehicle rollovers, rear

impacts, or in many side impacts because inflation
would not likely help the occupants.
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Side impact airbags are designed to inflate in moderate
to severe side crashes. A side impact airbag will

inflate if the crash severity is above the system'’s
designed “threshold level.” The threshold level can vary
with specific vehicle design. Side impact airbags are
not designed to inflate in frontal or near-frontal impacts,
rollovers or rear impacts, because inflation would not
likely help the occupant. A side impact airbag will

only deploy on the side of the vehicle that is struck.

In any particular crash, no one can say whether

an airbag should have inflated simply because of the
damage to a vehicle or because of what the repair costs
were. For frontal airbags, inflation is determined by

the angle of the impact and how quickly the vehicle
slows down in frontal or near-frontal impacts. For side
impact airbags, inflation is determined by the location
and severity of the impact.

What Makes an Airbag Inflate?

In an impact of sufficient severity, the airbag sensing
system detects that the vehicle is in a crash. For

both frontal and side impact airbags, the sensing system
triggers a release of gas from the inflator, which

inflates the airbag. The inflator, airbag and related
hardware are all part of the airbag modules inside the
steering wheel, instrument panel, the side of the

front seatbacks closest to the door and the ceiling of the
vehicle, near the side windows.

How Does an Airbag Restrain?

In moderate to severe frontal or near frontal collisions,
even belted occupants can contact the steering wheel or
the instrument panel. In moderate to severe side
collisions, even belted occupants can contact the inside
of the vehicle. The airbag supplements the protection
provided by safety belts. Airbags distribute the force of
the impact more evenly over the occupant’s upper
body, stopping the occupant more gradually. But the
frontal airbags would not help you in many types

of collisions, including rollovers, rear impacts, and many
side impacts, primarily because an occupant’s motion

is not toward the airbag. Side impact airbags would not
help you in many types of collisions, including frontal

or near frontal collisions, rollovers, and rear impacts,
primarily because an occupant’s motion is not toward
those airbags. Airbags should never be regarded

as anything more than a supplement to safety belts, and
then only in moderate to severe frontal or near-frontal
collisions for the driver’s and right front passenger’s
frontal airbags, and only in moderate to severe

side collisions for side impact airbags.
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What Will You See After an Airbag
Inflates?

After the airbag inflates, it quickly deflates, so quickly
that some people may not even realize the airbag
inflated. Some components of the airbag module — the
steering wheel hub for the driver’s airbag, the
instrument panel for the right front passenger’s bag, the
side of the seatback closest to the door for the
seat-mounted side impact airbags (if equipped) and the
area along the ceiling of your vehicle near the side
windows for the roof-mounted side impact airbags

(if equipped) — will be hot for a short time. The parts
of the bag that come into contact with you may be warm,
but not too hot to touch. There will be some smoke

and dust coming from the vents in the deflated airbags.
Airbag inflation does not prevent the driver from

seeing or being able to steer the vehicle, nor does it
stop people from leaving the vehicle.

A\ CAUTION:

When an airbag inflates, there is dust in the
air. This dust could cause breathing problems
for people with a history of asthma or other
breathing trouble. To avoid this, everyone in
the vehicle should get out as soon as it is safe
to do so. If you have breathing problems but
can not get out of the vehicle after an airbag
inflates, then get fresh air by opening a
window or a door. If you experience breathing
problems following an airbag deployment, you
should seek medical attention.
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In many crashes severe enough to inflate the airbag,
windshields are broken by vehicle deformation.
Additional windshield breakage may also occur from the
right front passenger airbag.

Notice: If you damage the covering for the driver’s
or the right front passenger’s airbag, or the airbag
covering on the driver's and right front passenger’s
seatback (if equipped), or the side impact airbag

e Airbags are designed to inflate only once. After an
airbag inflates, you will need some new parts for
your airbag system. If you do not get them,
the airbag system will not be there to help protect
you in another crash. A new system will include
airbag modules and possibly other parts. The
service manual for your vehicle covers the need to
replace other parts.

* Your vehicle is equipped with a crash sensing and
diagnostic module which records information after
a crash. See Vehicle Data Collection and Event
Data Recorders on page 7-9

* Let only qualified technicians work on your airbag
system. Improper service can mean that the
airbag system will not work properly. See your
dealer for service.

covering on the ceiling near the side windows

(if equipped), the bag may not work properly. You
may have to replace the airbag module in the
steering wheel, both the airbag module and the
instrument panel for the right front passenger’s
airbag, the airbag module and seatback for the
driver’s and right front passenger’s seat-mounted
side impact airbags (if equipped), or side impact
airbag module and ceiling covering for the
roof-mounted side impact airbags (if equipped).
Do not open or break the airbag coverings.
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Servicing Your Airbag-Equipped
Vehicle

Airbags affect how your vehicle should be serviced.
There are parts of the airbag system in several places
around your vehicle. You do not want the system to
inflate while someone is working on your vehicle.

Your dealer and the service manual have information
about servicing your vehicle and the airbag system. To
purchase a service manual, see Service Publications
Ordering Information on page 7-11.

A\ CAUTION:

For up to 10 minutes after the ignition key is
turned off and the battery is disconnected, an
airbag can still inflate during improper service.
You can be injured if you are close to an
airbag when it inflates. Avoid yellow
connectors. They are probably part of the
airbag system. Be sure to follow proper
service procedures, and make sure the person
performing work for you is qualified to do so.

The airbag system does not need regular maintenance.

Restraint System Check

Checking Your Restraint Systems

Now and then, make sure the safety belt reminder light
and all your belts, buckles, latch plates, retractors

and anchorages are working properly. Look for any other
loose or damaged safety belt system parts. If you see
anything that might keep a safety belt system from doing
its job, have it repaired.

Torn or frayed safety belts may not protect you in a
crash. They can rip apart under impact forces. If a belt
is torn or frayed, get a new one right away.

Also look for any opened or broken airbag covers, and
have them repaired or replaced. (The airbag system
does not need regular maintenance.)
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Replacing Restraint System Parts
After a Crash

A\ CAUTION:

A crash can damage the restraint systems in
your vehicle. A damaged restraint system may
not properly protect the person using it,
resulting in serious injury or even death in a
crash. To help make sure your restraint
systems are working properly after a crash,
have them inspected and any necessary
replacements made as soon as possible.

If you have had a crash, do you need new belts or
LATCH system parts?

After a very minor collision, nothing may be necessary.
But if the belts were stretched, as they would be if
worn during a more severe crash, then you need

new parts.

If the LATCH system was being used during a more

severe crash, you may need new LATCH system parts.

If belts are cut or damaged, replace them. Collision
damage also may mean you will need to have LATCH
system, safety belt or seat parts repaired or replaced.
New parts and repairs may be necessary even if the belt
or LATCH system was not being used at the time of

the collision.

If your seat adjuster will not work after a crash, the
special part of the safety belt that goes through the seat
to the adjuster may need to be replaced.

If an airbag inflates, you will need to replace airbag
system parts. See the part about the airbag system
earlier in this section.

If the frontal airbags inflate, you will also need to
replace the driver’'s and right front passenger’s safety
belt retractor assembly. Be sure to do so. Then the

new buckle assembly will be there to help protect you in
a collision.

After a crash you may need to replace the driver and
front passenger’s safety belt retractor assemblies, even
if the frontal airbags have not deployed. The driver

and front passenger’s safety belt retractor assemblies
contain the safety belt pretensioners. Have your

safety belt pretensioners checked if your vehicle has
been in a collision, or if your airbag readiness light stays
on after you start your vehicle or while you are driving.
See Airbag Readiness Light on page 3-34.
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Keys

A\ CAUTION:

Leaving children in a vehicle with the ignition
key is dangerous for many reasons. They
could operate the power windows or other
controls or even make the vehicle move. The
children or others could be badly injured or
even killed. Do not leave the keys in a vehicle
with children.




One key is used for the
ignition and all locks.

~

When a new vehicle is delivered, the key has a
bar-coded key tag. This tag may be removed by your
dealer before it is delivered.

Each tag has a key code on it that tells your dealer or a
qualified locksmith how to make extra keys. Keep the
tag in a safe place. If you lose your keys, you'll be able
to have one made easily using this tag. If you need

a new key, go to your dealer for the correct key code.
See Roadside Assistance Program on page 7-6 for more
information.

Notice: If you ever lock your keys in your vehicle,
you may have to damage the vehicle to get in.
Be sure you have spare keys.

Remote Keyless Entry System

If equipped, the keyless entry system operates on a
radio frequency subject to Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Rules and with Industry Canada.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. This device may not cause interference.

2. This device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation of the device.

This device complies with RSS-210 of Industry Canada.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. This device may not cause interference.

2. This device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation of the device.

Changes or modifications to this system by other than
an authorized service facility could void authorization to
use this equipment.




At times you may notice a decrease in range. This is
normal for any remote keyless entry system. If the
transmitter does not work or if you have to stand closer
to your vehicle for the transmitter to work, try this:

* Check the distance. You may be too far from your
vehicle. You may need to stand closer during
rainy or snowy weather.

® Check the location. Other vehicles or objects may
be blocking the signal. Take a few steps to the
left or right, hold the transmitter higher, and
try again.

* Check to determine if battery replacement is
necessary. See “Battery Replacement” under
Remote Keyless Entry System Operation on
page 2-5.

* |If you are still having trouble, see your dealer or a
qualified technician for service.

Remote Keyless Entry System
Operation

The following functions
may be available if your
vehicle has the remote
keyless entry system:

Remote Keyless Entry
with Remote Start
Shown, without Remote
Start Similar

Q (Remote Vehicle Start): If your vehicle has this
feature, it may be started remotely. See “Remote
Vehicle Start” following for more detailed information.
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@ (Lock): Press the lock button to lock all the doors.
The interior lamps will turn off after all of the doors

are closed. If enabled through the Driver Information
Center (DIC), the parking lamps will flash once to
indicate locking has occurred. If enabled through the
DIC, the horn will also chirp to indicate locking has
occurred.

a (Unlock): Press the unlock button to unlock the
driver’s door. If the button is pressed again within

five seconds, all remaining doors, and liftgate will unlock.
The interior lamps will come on and stay on for

20 seconds or until the ignition is turned on. If enabled
through the DIC, the parking lamps will flash twice

to indicate unlocking has occurred.

- (Remote Trunk/Liftgate Release):  The trunk or
liftgate will unlatch when this button on the transmitter is
pressed and held for approximately one second. You
can open the sedan trunk with the transmitter when the
vehicle is stationary. You can open the liftgate on

the MAXX only when the vehicle is in PARK (P).

& (Vehicle Locator/Panic Alarm):  Press this button
to locate your vehicle. The horn will sound three times
and the headlamps and parking lamps will flash

three times. Press and hold the button for three seconds
to sound the panic alarm. The horn will sound and the
headlamps and parking lamps will flash for 30 seconds.
Press the button again to cancel the panic alarm.

Programmable Horn Chirp

Through the Driver Information Center (DIC), you may
choose whether or not to have a horn sound when
you use the remote keyless entry transmitter to lock or
unlock the doors.

See DIC Operation and Displays on page 3-46 for
more information.

Matching Transmitter(s) to Your
Vehicle

Each remote keyless entry transmitter is coded to
prevent another transmitter from unlocking your vehicle.
If a transmitter is lost or stolen, a replacement can

be purchased through your dealer. Remember to bring
any remaining transmitters with you when you go to
your dealer. When the dealer matches the replacement
transmitter to your vehicle, any remaining transmitters
must also be matched. Once your dealer has coded
the new transmitter, the lost transmitter will not unlock
your vehicle. Each vehicle can have a maximum of
four transmitters matched to it.
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Battery Replacement

Under normal use, the battery in your remote keyless
entry transmitter should last about four years.

You can tell the battery is weak if the transmitter will not
work at the normal range in any location. If you have

to get close to your vehicle before the transmitter works,
it's probably time to change the battery.

The Key FOB Batt Low message in the vehicle’s DIC
will display if the remote keyless entry transmitter battery
is low.

Notice: When replacing the battery, use care not to
touch any of the circuitry. Static from your body
transferred to these surfaces may damage the
transmitter.

To replace the battery in the remote keyless entry
transmitter do the following:

1. Use a flat thin object to separate the bottom half
from the top half of the transmitter.

2. Remove the battery and replace it with the new
one. Make sure the positive side of the battery
faces up. Use one three-volt, CR2032, or
equivalent, type battery.

3. Put the two halves back together. Make sure the
cover is on tightly, so water will not get in.
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Remote Vehicle Start

Your vehicle may have a remote starting feature. This
feature allows you to start the engine from outside of the
vehicle. It may also start up the vehicle’s heating or

air conditioning systems and rear window defogger.
When the remote start system is active and the vehicle
has an automatic climate control system, it will
automatically regulate the inside temperature. Normal
operation of the system will return after the key is turned
to the ON position.

Laws in some communities may restrict the use of
remote starters, for example, requiring a person using
remote start to have the vehicle in view when doing so.
Check local regulations for any requirements on

remote starting of vehicles.

Do not use the remote start feature if your vehicle is low
on fuel. Your vehicle may run out of fuel.
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The remote start feature will not operate if the key is in
the ignition, a door is open, the hazard warning
flashers are on, the hood is not closed or two remote
vehicle starts have been provided. Once two remote
vehicle starts have been provided, the remote start
feature will not start the engine again until the engine
has been started with the key.

Your remote keyless entry transmitter, with the remote
start button, provides an increased range of operation.
However, the range may be less while the vehicle

is running. As a result, you may need to be closer to
your vehicle to turn it off, than you were to turn it on.

There are other conditions which can affect the
performance of the transmitter, see Remote Keyless
Entry System on page 2-4 for additional information.




Q (Remote Start): Press and release the lock button
and then press and hold this button to use the remote
start feature.

To start the vehicle using the remote start feature, do
the following:

1. Aim the transmitter at the vehicle.

2. Press and release the transmitter’s lock button,
then immediately press and hold the transmitter’s
remote start button until the vehicle’s turn signal
lights flash or for two seconds if the lights are not
visible. The vehicle’s doors will lock. Pressing
the remote start button again after the vehicle has
started will turn off the ignition.

3. When the vehicle starts, the parking lamps will turn
on and remain on while the vehicle is running.

4. If it is your first remote start since last driving,
repeat these steps while the engine is still
running for a 10 minute time extension.

When you enter the vehicle during a remote start,
turn the key to the ON position to start the engine
and drive.

If the vehicle is left running it will automatically shut off
after 10 minutes unless a time extension has been
done. To manually shut off a remote start, do any of
the following:

* Aim the remote keyless entry transmitter at the
vehicle and press the remote start button until
the parking lamps turn off.

® Turn on the hazards warning flashers.
* Turn the ignition switch on and then off.

The remote start feature provides two separate starts,
each with 10 minutes of engine running. If you press the
remote start button on the keyless access transmitter
again before the first 10 minutes of engine running time
has expired, 10 minutes is added to the remaining
minutes. For example, if the remote start button

is pressed again after five minutes of the engine run
time, 10 minutes is added and you now have 15 minutes
of engine running. Once two remote starts or 20 minutes
of the engine running have been provided, the vehicle
must be started normally with the ignition key to

get more remote starts.
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Doors and Locks

Door Locks

A\ CAUTION:

Unlocked doors can be dangerous.
* Passengers — especially children — can

easily open the doors and fall out of a
moving vehicle. When a door is locked, the
handle will not open it. You increase the
chance of being thrown out of the vehicle
in a crash if the doors are not locked. So,
wear safety belts properly and lock the
doors whenever you drive.

Young children who get into unlocked
vehicles may be unable to get out. A child
can be overcome by extreme heat and can
suffer permanent injuries or even death
from heat stroke. Always lock your vehicle
whenever you leave it.

Outsiders can easily enter through an
unlocked door when you slow down or
stop your vehicle. Locking your doors can
help prevent this from happening.
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There are several ways to lock and unlock your vehicle.

From the outside, use your key or remote keyless
entry transmitter, if equipped. Turn the key
counterclockwise to unlock the door. Turn the key
counterclockwise a second time to unlock all doors
at the same time and a third time to open the trunk
or liftgate.

From the inside, lock and unlock the door by moving the
manual lock knob down and up, or by using the power
door lock switches.

Power Door Locks

The power door lock
switches are located on
the driver's and front
passenger’s door.




Press the top of the switch to unlock all doors and
liftgate, if equipped. Press the bottom of the switch to
lock all doors and liftgate, if equipped.

The rear doors do not have power door lock switches.
Rear seat passengers must use the manual lock
knob on their doors.

Door Ajar Reminder

If one of the doors is not fully closed while the ignition is
on and the shift lever is moved out of PARK (P) or
NEUTRAL (N) the following will occur:

* a chime will sound

¢ the DOOR AJAR message will display through the
Driver Information Center (DIC) until the door is
closed. See DIC Warnings and Messages on
page 3-50.

Delayed Locking

This feature allows the driver to delay the locking of the
vehicle. It will not operate with the key in the ignition.
See Lockout Protection on page 2-12.

Press the driver’'s power door lock switch or the remote
keyless entry transmitter lock button once. With the
key removed from the ignition and the driver’s

door open, the following will occur:

¢ three chimes will sound to signal the delay

¢ all doors will lock and the parking lamps will
flash once five seconds after the last door has
been closed

¢ the horn will chirp if the horn chirp feature is
enabled. See DIC Operation and Displays on
page 3-46.

If a door is opened before the five seconds has elapsed,
the doors will not lock until five seconds after all
doors are closed.

If the power door lock switch or the transmitter lock
button is pressed twice when leaving the vehicle, the
doors will lock immediately.

If the power door unlock switch or the transmitter unlock
button is pressed, the doors will unlock immediately
and not lock automatically after the doors are closed.

This feature is turned on at the factory but may be
turned off through the Driver Information Center (DIC).
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Programmable Automatic

Door Locks
Your vehicle is programmed at the factory to lock all
doors automatically when the following are met:
¢ all doors are closed
¢ the ignition is on
¢ the shift lever is moved out of PARK (P).
This feature cannot be disabled.

When the shift lever is moved back to PARK (P), all
doors will unlock.

If someone needs to exit the vehicle once the doors are
locked, have that person use the manual lock knob
or power door unlock switch.

The power door lock and unlock functions can be
programmed through prompts displayed on the Driver
Information Center (DIC). These prompts allow you
to choose various lock and unlock settings. See

DIC Operation and Displays on page 3-46.

Lockout Protection

This feature prevents the driver's door from being
locked using the power door locks, if the key is left in
the ignition and a door is open.

Pressing the power door lock switch will lock all the
doors and then unlock the driver’s door.

Pressing and holding the power door lock switch for
more than three seconds will override this feature.

If you remove the key from the ignition, or if you use the
manual door lock or the remote keyless entry
transmitter, you could still lock your key inside your
vehicle. Always remember to take your key with you.
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Trunk (Sedan)

To unlock the trunk from the outside, use the key or the
remote keyless entry transmitter. When closing the
trunk, close from the center to ensure it fully latches.

Remote Trunk/Liftgate Release

A\ CAUTION:

It can be dangerous to drive with the trunk lid
open because carbon monoxide (CO) gas can
come into your vehicle. You cannot see or
smell CO. It can cause unconsciousness and
even death. If you must drive with the trunk lid
open or if electrical wiring or other cable
connections must pass through the seal
between the body and the trunk lid:

* Make sure all other windows are shut.

* Turn the fan on your heating or cooling
system to its highest speed and select the
control setting that will force outside air
into your vehicle. See Climate Control
System in the Index.

¢ If you have air outlets on or under the
instrument panel, open them all the way.

See Engine Exhaust on page 2-30.

Press the remote release
button, located on the
lower edge of the driver's
door, to open the trunk
lid or the liftgate.

You can open the trunk lid on the sedan while the
vehicle is stationary.

You can open the liftgate on the MAXX only while the
vehicle is in PARK (P).
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Emergency Trunk Release Handle

Notice: Using the emergency trunk release handle
as a tie-down or anchor point when securing

items in the trunk may damage it. Use the
emergency trunk release handle only to help you
open the trunk lid.

There is a glow-in-the-dark emergency trunk release
handle located inside the trunk of the sedan model on
the trunk latch. This handle will glow following

exposure to light. Pull the release handle up to open the
trunk from the inside.

Liftgate (MAXX)

To open the liftgate, press the trunk button on the
remote keyless entry transmitter or the remote trunk
release button located on the lower edge of the
driver's door.

To lock or unlock the liftgate, use the power door lock
switch or the transmitter.

You can also use the key in the driver's door lock
cylinder to unlock and open the liftgate. Turn the key
toward the rear of the vehicle and back to the center
twice to unlock the liftgate and three times to open
the liftgate.

If the liftgate is unlocked, you can manually open it by
pressing the touchpad switch located on the underside
of the liftgate trim panel, slightly to the right of center.
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Windows

A\ CAUTION:

Leaving children, helpless adults, or pets in a
vehicle with the windows closed is dangerous.
They can be overcome by the extreme heat
and suffer permanent injuries or even death
from heat stroke. Never leave a child, a
helpless adult, or a pet alone in a vehicle,
especially with the windows closed in warm or
hot weather.
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Power Windows

The power window
switches are located

on the armrest on the
driver's door. In addition,
each passenger door has a
switch for its own window.

Express-Down Window

The driver's window also has an express-down feature.
This switch is labeled AUTO. Press the front of the
switch part way, and the driver's window will open a
small amount. If the front of the switch is pressed all the
way down and released, the window will go all the

way down automatically.

To stop the window while it is lowering, pull the front of
the switch momentarily. To raise the window, pull
and hold the front of the switch.

Window Lockout

The driver’'s power window controls also include a
lockout button.

@ Press the lockout button to stop the rear
passengers from using their window switches. The
driver and front passenger can still operate all the
windows with the lock on. When the red part of the
switch is visible you have returned to normal window
operation.

Sun Visors

To block out glare, you can swing down the visors. You
can also remove them from the center mount and swing
them to the side, to block out glare from the side. The
visors also have extenders that can be pulled out.

Your vehicle may have lighted visor vanity mirrors
located on the passenger and driver’s side visor.
When you lift the cover, the light will turn on.

Theft-Deterrent Systems

Vehicle theft is big business, especially in some cities.
Although your vehicle has a number of theft-deterrent
features, we know that nothing we put on it can make it
impossible to steal.
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Content Theft-Deterrent

Your vehicle may have a
content theft-deterrent
alarm system.

Arming the System

With the ignition off, you can arm the system by doing
any one of the following:

* Press the remote keyless entry transmitter
lock button.

* Press the power door lock switch while the driver's
door is open.

* Turn the driver's door key lock cylinder clockwise.
The system will arm either:

* Thirty seconds after all the doors and the liftgate
(MAXX model) are closed,

* Sixty seconds with any door open

If you press the lock button on the remote keyless
entry transmitter a second time while all the doors and
liftgate are closed, the system will arm immediately.
The system will still arm in sixty seconds if a door

or liftgate is open. When the opened door or liftgate is
closed, it will also become armed.

The security light, located on the instrument panel
cluster, will turn on to indicate that arming has been
initiated. Once the system is armed, the security light will
flash once every three seconds.

If the security light is flashing twice per second, this
means that a door or the liftgate is open.

If you do not want to arm the system, you may lock the
car with the lock levers on the doors.

Disarming the System

You can disarm the system by doing any one of the
following:

* Press the remote keyless entry transmitter
unlock button.

® Turn the ignition on.

* Turn the driver’s door key lock cylinder
counterclockwise.

Once the system is disarmed, the security light will
stop flashing.
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How the System Alarm is Activated

If the system is armed, it can be activated by either:

* Opening the driver’s door or liftgate (MAXX model).
This will cause a ten second pre-alarm chirp
followed by a thirty second full alarm of horn
and lights.

* Opening any other door. This will immediately
cause a full alarm of horn and lights for
thirty seconds.

When an alarm event has finished, the system will
re-arm itself automatically.

How to Turn Off the System Alarm

To turn off the system alarm, do one of the following:

* Press the lock button on the remote keyless
entry transmitter. The system will then re-arm itself.

* Press the unlock button on the remote keyless entry
transmitter. This will also disarm the system.

* Insert the key in the driver’s door key lock cylinder
and turn it counterclockwise. This will also disarm
the system.

* Insert the key in the ignition and turn it on. This will
also disarm the system.

Simulated Armed Mode

If you choose not to arm the system or if proper arming
can not be completed, the Content Theft Deterrent
system will flash the security light once every

three seconds after a one minute delay with all the
doors closed. This flashing serves as a visual deterrent;
however, the system is not armed.

How to Detect a Tamper Condition

If you hear three chirps when you press the unlock or
lock buttons on the remote keyless entry transmitter,
it means that the content theft security system

alarm was triggered previously.

Passive Arming

If passive arming is enabled through the DIC, the
system will arm itself 60 seconds after cycling the
ignition off and closing all doors.
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PASS-Key ®© Ill+

Your PASS-Key® Ill+ system operates on a radio
frequency subject to Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Rules and with Industry Canada.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. this device may not cause harmful interference, and

2. this device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation.

This device complies with RSS-210 of Industry Canada.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. this device may not cause interference, and

2. this device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation of the device.

Changes or modifications to this system by other than
an authorized service facility could void authorization to
use this equipment.

PASS-Key® lll + uses a radio frequency transponder in
the key that matches a decoder in your vehicle.

PASS-Key ® lll+ Operation

Your vehicle is equipped with PASS-Key® Il1+
(Personalized Automotive Security System)
theft-deterrent system. PASS-Key® lll+ is a passive
theft-deterrent system. This means you don’t have to do
anything special to arm or disarm the system. It works
when you insert or remove the key from the ignition.

When the PASS-Key® IIl + system senses that someone
is using the wrong key, it shuts down the vehicle’s
starter and fuel systems. The starter will not work and
fuel will stop flowing to the engine. Anyone using a
trial-and-error method to start the vehicle will be
discouraged because of the high number of electrical
key codes.

When trying to start the vehicle if the engine does not
start and the security light comes on, the key may
have a damaged transponder. Turn the ignition off and
try again.
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If the engine still does not start, and the key appears to
be undamaged, try another ignition key. At this time,
you may also want to check the fuse, see Fuses

on page 5-85. If the engine still does not start with the
other key, your vehicle needs service. If your vehicle
does start, the first key may be faulty. See your dealer
who can service the PASS-Key® Ill + to have a new
key made. In an emergency, contact Chevrolet Roadside
Assistance. See Roadside Assistance Program on

page 7-6 for more information.

It is possible for the PASS-Key® Il + decoder to “learn”
the transponder value of a new or replacement key.

Up to 10 additional keys may be programmed for

the vehicle. The following procedure is for programming
additional keys only. If all the currently programmed
keys are lost or do not operate, you must see your
dealer or a locksmith who can service PASS-Key® IIl +
to have keys made and programmed to the system.

See your GM dealer or a locksmith who can service
PASS-Key® IIl + to get a new key blank that is cut
exactly as the ignition key that operates the system.

To program the new key do the following:
1. Verify that the new key has “+” stamped on it.

2. Insert the already programmed key in the ignition
and start the engine. If the engine will not start,
see your dealer for service.

3. After the engine has started, turn the key to off, and
remove the key.

4. Insert the key to be programmed and turn it to on
within five seconds of removing the original key.

5. The security light will turn off once the key has
been programmed. It may not be apparent that
the security light went on due to how quickly the key
is programmed.

6. Repeat Steps 1 through 5 if additional keys are to
be programmed.

If you are ever driving and the security light comes on
and stays on, you may be able to restart your engine if
you turn it off. Your PASS-Key® IIl + system, however,
is not working properly and must be serviced by

your dealer. Your vehicle is not protected by the
PASS-Key® Ill + system at this time.

If you lose or damage your PASS-Key® Ill + key, see
your GM dealer or a locksmith who can service
PASS-Key® IIl + to have a new key made.

2-20



Starting and Operating Your
Vehicle

New Vehicle Break-In

Notice: Your vehicle does not need an elaborate
break-in. But it will perform better in the long run if
you follow these guidelines:

* Do not drive at any one speed — fast or
slow — for the first 500 miles (805 km). Do not
make full-throttle starts.

* Avoid making hard stops for the first 200 miles
(322 km) or so. During this time your new
brake linings are not yet broken in. Hard stops
with new linings can mean premature wear
and earlier replacement. Follow this breaking-in
guideline every time you get new brake
linings.

* Do not tow a trailer during break-in. See  Towing
a Trailer on page 4-38 for more information.

Ignition Positions

With the key in the ignition
switch, you can turn it to
four different positions.

Notice: Using a tool to force the key from the
ignition switch could cause damage or break the
key. Use the correct key and turn the key only with
your hand. Make sure the key is in all the way. If
none of this works, then your vehicle needs service.

O (OFF): This is the only position from which you
can remove the key. It also locks your ignition and
transaxle. A warning chime will sound if you open the
driver’s door while the ignition is off and the key is left in
the ignition.
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ACC (ACCESSORY): This position lets you use things
like the radio and windshield wipers while the engine
is not running.

Use this position if your vehicle must be pushed or
towed, but never try to push-start your vehicle.
See Recreational Vehicle Towing on page 4-35.

| (ON): This position unlocks the ignition. It is also the
position to where the key returns after you start the
engine and release the switch. The switch will stay in
this position while the engine is running. But even while
the engine is not running, you can use ON to operate
your electrical accessories, and to display some
instrument panel warning lights.

Q (START): This position starts the engine. When the
engine starts, release the key. The ignition switch will
return to the ON position for normal driving.

Retained Accessory Power (RAP)

Your vehicle is equipped with a Retained Accessory
Power (RAP) feature which will allow the radio to
continue to work up to 10 minutes after the ignition is
turned to OFF.

Your radio will work when the ignition key is in ON or
ACCESSORY. Once the key is turned from ON to OFF,
the radio will continue to work for up to 10 minutes or
until the driver’s door is opened.

Starting Your Engine

Move your shift lever to PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N).
Your engine will not start in any other position — that is
a safety feature. To restart when you are already
moving, use NEUTRAL (N) only.

Notice: Shifting into PARK (P) with the vehicle
moving could damage the transaxle. Shift into
PARK (P) only when your vehicle is stopped.

1. With your foot off the accelerator pedal, turn your
ignition key to START. When the engine starts, let
go of the key. The idle speed will go down as
your engine gets warm.

Notice: Holding your key in START for longer than
15 seconds at a time will cause your battery to

be drained much sooner. And the excessive heat
can damage your starter motor. Wait about

15 seconds between each try to help avoid draining
your battery or damaging your starter.

2. If your engine will not start, or starts but then stops,
it could be flooded with too much gasoline. Try
pushing your accelerator pedal all the way to the
floor and holding it there as you hold the key
in START for not more than 15 seconds at a time.
This clears the extra gasoline from the engine.
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Notice: Your engine is designed to work with the
electronics in your vehicle. If you add electrical
parts or accessories, you could change the way the
engine operates. Before adding electrical equipment,
check with your dealer. If you do not, your engine
might not perform properly.

Adjustable Throttle and Brake Pedal

If your vehicle has this feature, you can change the
position of the throttle and brake pedals. This feature is
designed for shorter drivers, since the pedals cannot
move farther away from the standard position, but can
move rearward for better pedal reach.

The vehicle must be in PARK (P) or have the ignition
off for this feature to operate. If the system senses
unusually high resistance while the pedals are

being adjusted, such as a driver’s foot pushing the
brake pedal, it is designed to disable the switch.
Simply remove the obstruction and try to adjust the
pedals again.

The switch used to adjust
the pedals is located on
the left side of the
instrument panel.

To use your adjustable throttle and brake pedal feature,
do the following:

The adjustable pedal feature is meant to be used with
the adjustable seat and adjustable steering wheel
controls to reach a safe and comfortable position.

1. Adjust your seat to a comfortable position where
you can comfortably reach other controls such as
the radio and climate controls.

2. Adjust the throttle and brake pedals to reach a
comfortable and safe operating position.

3. Adjust the steering wheel to a safe operating
position.
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Engine Coolant Heater

In very cold weather, 0°F (-18°C) or colder, the engine
coolant heater, if your vehicle has this feature, can

help. You will get easier starting and lower fuel usage
during engine warm-up. Usually, the coolant heater
should be plugged in a minimum of four hours prior to
starting your vehicle. At temperatures above 32°F (0°C),
use of the coolant heater is not required. Your vehicle
may also have an internal thermostat in the plug end of
the cord. This will prevent operation of the engine
coolant heater when the temperature is at or above 0°F
(-18°C) as noted on the cord.

To Use the Engine Coolant Heater

1. Turn off the engine.

2. Open the hood and unwrap the electrical cord.
The engine coolant heater cord is located near
the engine air cleanerffilter.

3. Plug the cord into a normal, grounded 110-volt
AC outlet.

A\ CAUTION:

Plugging the cord into an ungrounded outlet
could cause an electrical shock. Also, the
wrong kind of extension cord could overheat
and cause a fire. You could be seriously
injured. Plug the cord into a properly grounded
three-prong 110-volt AC outlet. If the cord will
not reach, use a heavy-duty three-prong
extension cord rated for at least 15 amps.

4. Before starting the engine, be sure to unplug and
store the cord as it was before use, to keep it
away from moving engine parts. If you do not, it
could be damaged.

How long should you keep the coolant heater plugged
in? The answer depends on the outside temperature, the
kind of oil you have, and some other things. Instead

of trying to list everything here, we ask that you contact
your dealer in the area where you will be parking

your vehicle. The dealer can give you the best advice
for that particular area.
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Automatic Transaxle Operation

Your automatic transaxle
has a shift lever located
on the console between
the seats.

r oz 37T

PARK (P): This position locks your front wheels. It is
the best position to use when you start your engine
because your vehicle cannot move easily.

CAUTION: (Continued)

Do not leave your vehicle when the engine is
running unless you have to. If you have left the
engine running, the vehicle can move
suddenly. You or others could be injured. To
be sure your vehicle will not move, even when
you are on fairly level ground, always set your
parking brake and move the shift lever to
PARK (P). See Shifting Into Park (P) on
page 2-28. If you are pulling a trailer, see
Towing a Trailer on page 4-38.

A\ CAUTION:

It is dangerous to get out of your vehicle if the
shift lever is not fully in PARK (P) with the
parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can roll.

CAUTION: (Continued)

Ensure the shift lever is fully in PARK (P) before starting
the engine. Your vehicle has an automatic transaxle
shift lock control system. You have to apply your regular
brake before you can shift from PARK (P). If you

cannot shift out of PARK (P), ease pressure on the shift
lever, then push the shift lever all the way into

PARK (P) as you maintain brake application. Then
move the shift lever into the gear you wish. (Press the
shift lever button before moving the shift lever.)

See Shifting Out of Park (P) on page 2-29 later in

this section.
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REVERSE (R): Use this gear to back up.

Notice: Shifting to REVERSE (R) while your vehicle
is moving forward could damage the transaxle.

The repairs would not be covered by your warranty.
Shift to REVERSE (R) only after your vehicle is
stopped.

To rock your vehicle back and forth to get out of snow,
ice or sand without damaging your transaxle, see If
You Are Stuck: In Sand, Mud, Ice or Snow on

page 4-28.

NEUTRAL (N): In this position, your engine does not
connect with the wheels. To restart when you are
already moving, use NEUTRAL (N) only. Also, use
NEUTRAL (N) when your vehicle is being towed.

A\ CAUTION:

Shifting into a drive gear while your engine is
running at high speed is dangerous. Unless
your foot is firmly on the brake pedal, your
vehicle could move very rapidly. You could
lose control and hit people or objects. Do not
shift into a drive gear while your engine is
running at high speed.

Notice: Shifting out of PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N)
with the engine racing may damage the transaxle.
The repairs would not be covered by your warranty.
Be sure the engine is not racing when shifting

your vehicle.

DRIVE (D): This position is for normal driving. If you
need more power for passing, and you are:

* Going less than 35 mph (56 km/h), push your
accelerator pedal about halfway down.

* Going about 35 mph (56 km/h) or more, push the
accelerator all the way down.

You will shift down to the next gear and have
more power.

Notice: Driving your vehicle if you notice that it

is moving slowly or not shifting gears as you
increase speed may damage the transaxle. Have
your vehicle serviced right away. You can drive in
LOW (L2) when you are driving less than 35 mph

(55 km/h) and DRIVE (D) for higher speeds until then.

LOW (L): This position gives you access to FOURTH,
THIRD, SECOND and FIRST gears for more power

but lower fuel economy than DRIVE (D). You can use it
on very steep hills, or in deep snow or mud. If the
electronic range select is put in LOW (L1), the transaxle
will not shift into lower gears until the vehicle is going
slow enough.
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Electronic Range Select Mode

This feature allows you to select lower driving

gears when the shift lever is in LOW (L). The button
for this mode is located on the left side of the shift
lever knob.

When the shift lever is first moved into the LOW (L)
position, the display in the instrument panel shows L3.
Press the (=) end of the button on the shift lever

once for L2 and once more for L1. Press the (+) end of
the button once each to return to L2, L3 and L4. The
shift lever must be moved back to DRIVE (D) to turn off
the electronic range select mode.

Parking Brake

To set the parking brake, push down the parking brake
pedal with your left foot. If the ignition is on, the

brake system warning light will come on. See Brake
System Warning Light on page 3-36.

To release the parking brake, hold the regular brake
pedal down with your right foot. Push down momentarily
on the parking brake pedal with your left foot until you
feel the pedal release. If the parking brake is not
released when you begin to drive, the brake system
warning light will be on and a chime will sound warning
you that the parking brake is still on.

A message will also appear in the Driver Information
Center (DIC) to remind you to release the parking brake.
See DIC Warnings and Messages on page 3-50.

Notice: Driving with the parking brake on can
overheat the brake system and cause premature
wear or damage to brake system parts. Verify that
the parking brake is fully released and the brake
warning light is off before driving.

If you are towing a trailer and are parking on a hill, see
Towing a Trailer on page 4-38.
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Shifting Into Park (P)

A\ CAUTION:

Leaving Your Vehicle With the
Engine Running

It can be dangerous to get out of your vehicle
if the shift lever is not fully in PARK (P) with
the parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can
roll. If you have left the engine running, the
vehicle can move suddenly. You or others
could be injured. To be sure your vehicle will
not move, even when you are on fairly level
ground, use the steps that follow. If you are
pulling a trailer, see Towing a Trailer on
page 4-38.

A\ CAUTION:

It can be dangerous to leave your vehicle with
the engine running. Your vehicle could move
suddenly if the shift lever is not fully in

PARK (P) with the parking brake firmly set.
And, if you leave the vehicle with the engine
running, it could overheat and even catch fire.
You or others could be injured. Do not leave
your vehicle with the engine running.

1. Hold the brake pedal down with your right foot and
set the parking brake.

2. Move the shift lever into PARK (P) by holding in the
button on the shift lever and pushing the shift lever
all the way toward the front of the vehicle.

3. Turn the ignition key to OFF.

4. Remove the key and take it with you. If you can
leave your vehicle with the ignition key in your
hand, your vehicle is in PARK (P).

If you have to leave your vehicle with the engine
running, be sure your vehicle is in PARK (P) and your
parking brake is firmly set before you leave it. After you
have moved the shift lever into PARK (P), hold the
regular brake pedal down. Then, see if you can move
the shift lever away from PARK (P) without first pushing
the button.

If you can, it means that the shift lever was not fully
locked in PARK (P).

2-28



Torque Lock

If you are parking on a hill and you do not shift your
transaxle into PARK (P) properly, the weight of the
vehicle may put too much force on the parking pawl in
the transaxle. You may find it difficult to pull the shift
lever out of PARK (P). This is called “torque lock.”

To prevent torque lock, set the parking brake and then
shift into PARK (P) properly before you leave the
driver’s seat. To find out how, see Shifting Into Park (P)
on page 2-28.

When you are ready to drive, move the shift lever out of
PARK (P) before you release the parking brake.

If torque lock does occur, you may need to have another
vehicle push your vehicle a little uphill to take some of
the pressure from the parking pawl in the transaxle,

so you can pull the shift lever out of PARK (P).

Shifting Out of Park (P)

Your vehicle has an automatic transaxle shift lock
control system. You have to apply your regular brake
before you can shift from PARK (P) when the ignition is
in ON. See Automatic Transaxle Operation on

page 2-25.

If you cannot shift out of PARK (P), ease pressure on
the shift lever and push the shift lever all the way

into PARK (P) as you maintain brake application. Then
move the shift lever into the gear you wish. Press

the shift lever button before moving the shift lever.
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Parking Over Things That Burn

Engine Exhaust

A\ CAUTION:

A\ CAUTION:

parts under your vehicle and ignite. Do not

things that can burn.

Things that can burn could touch hot exhaust

park over papers, leaves, dry grass or other

Engine exhaust can Kkill. It contains the gas
carbon monoxide (CO), which you cannot
see or smell. It can cause unconsciousness
and death.
You might have exhaust coming in if:

* Your exhaust system sounds strange

or different.

* Your vehicle gets rusty underneath.

* Your vehicle was damaged in a collision.

* Your vehicle was damaged when driving

over high points on the road or over
road debris.
* Repairs were not done correctly.
* Your vehicle or exhaust system had been
modified improperly.
If you ever suspect exhaust is coming into
your vehicle:
¢ Drive it only with all the windows down to
blow out any CO; and
* Have your vehicle fixed immediately.
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Running Your Engine While You
Are Parked

It is better not to park with the engine running. But if
you ever have to, here are some things to know.

A\ CAUTION:

A\ CAUTION:

Idling the engine with the climate control
system off could allow dangerous exhaust into
your vehicle. See the earlier caution under
Engine Exhaust on page 2-30.

Also, idling in a closed-in place can let deadly
carbon monoxide (CO) into your vehicle even if
the climate control fan is at the highest setting.
One place this can happen is a garage.
Exhaust — with CO — can come in easily.
NEVER park in a garage with the engine
running.

Another closed-in place can be a blizzard.
See Winter Driving on page 4-24.

It can be dangerous to get out of your vehicle
if the shift lever is not fully in PARK (P) with
the parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can

is running unless you have to. If you have left
the engine running, the vehicle can move
suddenly. You or others could be injured.

To be sure your vehicle will not move, even
when you are on fairly level ground, always
set your parking brake and move the shift
lever to PARK (P).

roll. Do not leave your vehicle when the engine

Follow the proper steps to be sure your vehicle will not

move. See Shifting Into Park (P) on page 2-28.

If you are parking on a hill and if you are pulling a

trailer, also see Towing a Trailer on page 4-38.
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Mirrors

Manual Rearview Mirror

This mirror can be adjusted two ways. First, to adjust
the angle of the mirror, move the mirror to a position that
allows you to see out of the back window. To adjust

the height of the mirror, adjust the arm that connects the
mirror to the windshield.

To reduce glare from lights behind you, move the lever
toward you to the night position.

Manual Rearview Mirror
with OnStar ®

If your vehicle has this feature, this mirror has a knob
located at the bottom of the mirror. It is used to change
the mirror from day to night position. To reduce glare
from headlamps behind you while driving at night, rotate
the knob clockwise. For daytime driving rotate the

knob counterclockwise.

There are also three OnStar® buttons located at the
bottom of the mirror face. See your dealer for more
information on the system and how to subscribe

to OnStar®. See OnStar® System on page 2-34 for
more information about the services OnStar® provides.

Automatic Dimming Rearview Mirror

The vehicle may have an automatic dimming rearview
mirror. This feature enables the mirror to sense
nighttime glare from vehicle headlamps from behind and
automatically dim to reduce the glare to a safe level.

The automatic dimming feature turns on each time the
vehicle is started. Press the OFF button once and

the green indicator light located to the left of the button
will go out indicating the feature is off. To turn the
feature back on, press and release the AUTO button
and the green indicator light will come on.
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Automatic Dimming Rearview Mirror
with OnStar ®

The vehicle may have an automatic dimming rearview
mirror with the OnStar® System.

The automatic dimming feature turns on each time the
vehicle is started. To turn automatic dimming off or
on, press the left button below the mirror. A green

indicator light will be on when automatic dimming is on.

While turned on, this mirror functions exactly like the
automatic dimming mirror described previously.

There are also three OnStar® buttons located at the
bottom of the mirror. See your dealer for more
information on the system and how to subscribe to
OnStar®. See OnStar® System on page 2-34 for more
information about the service OnStar® provides.

Outside Power Mirrors

The controls for the
outside power mirrors, are
located on the driver's
door armrest.

Move the selector switch located below the four-way
control pad to the left or right to choose either the driver’s
side or passenger’s side mirror. To adjust a mirror, use
the arrows located on the four-way control pad to move
the mirror in the desired direction. Adjust each outside
mirror so that a little of the vehicle and the area behind it
can be seen while sitting in a comfortable driving position.
Keep the selector switch in the center position when not
adjusting either outside mirror.
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Both mirrors can manually be folded by pulling them
toward the vehicle. This feature may be useful

when going through a car wash or a confined space.
Push the mirrors away from the vehicle, to the normal
position, before driving.

Outside Power Heated Mirrors

If the vehicle has this feature, when the rear window
defogger is turned on, the heated driver’s and
passenger’s outside power mirrors are warmed to help
clear them of ice, snow and condensation. See

“Rear Window Defogger” under Climate Control System
on page 3-22 for more information. Also see Outside
Power Mirrors on page 2-33 for mirror operation.

Outside Convex Mirror

A\ CAUTION:

A convex mirror can make things (like other
vehicles) look farther away than they really are.
If you cut too sharply into the right lane, you
could hit a vehicle on your right. Check your
inside mirror or glance over your shoulder
before changing lanes.

The passenger’s side mirror is convex. A convex
mirror’s surface is curved so more can be seen from the
driver’'s seat. It also makes things, like other vehicles,
look farther away than they really are.

OnStar® System

OnStar® uses global positioning system (GPS) satellite
technology, wireless communications, and call centers
to provide you with a wide range of safety, security,
information, and convenience services.

A complete OnStar® user’s guide and the terms and
conditions of the OnStar® Subscription Service
Agreement are included in the vehicle’s glove box
literature. For more information, visit www.onstar.com or
www.onstarcanada.com. Contact OnStar® at
1-888-4-ONSTAR (1-888-466-7827), or press the
OnStar® button to speak to an OnStar® advisor 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week.

Terms and conditions of the Subscription Service
Agreement can be found at www.onstar.com or
www.onstarcanada.com.
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OnStar® Services

For new vehicles equipped with OnStar®, the Safe and
Sound Plan is included for the first year. You can
extend this plan beyond the first year, or upgrade to the
Directions and Connections Plan to meet your needs.
For more information, press the OnStar® button to speak
with an advisor.

Safe and Sound Plan
* Advanced Automatic Collision Notification
e Automatic Notification of Airbag Deployment
* Emergency Services
* Roadside Assistance
* Stolen Vehicle Tracking
* AccidentAssist
¢ Remote Door Unlock/Vehicle Alert
* Remote Diagnostics
* Online Concierge

Directions and Connections Plan

¢ All Safe and Sound Plan Services
* Driving Directions

* RideAssist
* |nformation and Convenience Services

OnStar ® Personal Calling

As an OnStar® subscriber, the Personal Calling
capability is available if your hand-held cell phone is
lost, forgotten, or has a low battery. It is a hands-free
wireless phone that is integrated into the vehicle.
Calls can be placed nationwide using simple voice
commands with no additional contracts and no additional
roaming charges. To find out more about OnStar®
Personal Calling, refer to the OnStar® user’s guide in
the vehicle’s glove box or visit www.onstar.com or
www.onstarcanada.com; or speak with an OnStar®
advisor by pressing the OnStar® button or by calling
1-888-4-ONSTAR (1-888-466-7827).

OnStar ® Virtual Advisor

Virtual Advisor is a feature of OnStar® Personal Calling
that uses minutes to access up-to-date weather and
traffic reports for your area, news and sports updates,
stock quotes, entertainment and more. You are also able
to listen and reply to your E-mail through your vehicle’s
speakers. Customize your information profile at
www.myonstar.com. See the OnStar® user’s guide for
more information.
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HomelLink ® Transmitter

HomelLink, a combined universal transmitter and
receiver, provides a way to replace up to

three hand-held transmitters used to activate devices
such as gate operators, garage door openers, entry door
locks, security systems and home lighting. Additional
HomelLink information can be found on the internet

at www.homelink.com or by calling 1-800-355-3515.

If your vehicle is equipped with the HomeLink®
transmitter, it complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. This device may not cause harmful interference.

2. This device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation.

This device complies with RSS-210 of Industry Canada.
Operation is subject to the following two conditions:

1. This device may not cause interference.

2. This device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired
operation of the device.

Changes and modifications to this system by other than
an authorized service facility could void authorization
to use this equipment.

Programming the HomeLink ©
Transmitter

Do not use the HomeLink® Transmitter with any garage
door opener that does not have the “stop and reverse”
feature. This includes any garage door opener model
manufactured before April 1, 1982. If you have a newer
garage door opener with rolling codes, please be

sure to follow Steps 6 through 8 to complete the
programming of your HomeLink® Transmitter.

Read the instructions completely before attempting to
program the HomeLink® Transmitter. Because of

the steps involved, it may be helpful to have another
person available to assist you in programming the
transmitter.
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Keep the original transmitter for use in other vehicles
as well as for future HomeLink® programming. It is also
recommended that upon the sale of the vehicle, the
programmed HomeLink® buttons should be erased

for security purposes. Refer to “Erasing HomeLink®
Buttons” or, for assistance, contact HomeLink®

on the internet at: www.homelink.com or by

calling 1-800-355-3515.

Be sure that people and objects are clear of the garage
door or gate operator you are programming. When
programming a garage door, it is advised to park outside
of the garage.

It is recommended that a new battery be installed in
your hand-held transmitter for quicker and more
accurate transmission of the radio frequency.

Programming HomeLink ©

Your vehicle’s engine should be turned off while
programming the transmitter. Follow these steps to
program up to three channels:

1. Press and hold down the two outside buttons,
releasing only when the indicator light begins to
flash, after 20 seconds. Do not hold down the
buttons for longer than 30 seconds and do not
repeat this step to program a second and/or
third transmitter to the remaining two HomeLink®
buttons.

. Position the end of your hand-held transmitter

about 1 to 3 inches (3 to 8 cm) away from the
HomelLink® buttons while keeping the indicator
light in view.

. Simultaneously press and hold both the desired

button on HomeLink® and the hand-held transmitter
button. Do not release the buttons until Step 4
has been completed.

Some entry gates and garage door openers may
require you to substitute Step 3 with the procedure
noted in “Gate Operator and Canadian
Programming” later in this section.

. The indicator light will flash slowly at first and then

rapidly after HomeLink® successfully receives the
frequency signal from the hand-held transmitter.
Release both buttons.

. Press and hold the newly-trained HomeLink® button

and observe the indicator light.

If the indicator light stays on constantly,
programming is complete and your device should
activate when the HomeLink® button is pressed and
released.

To program the remaining two HomeLink® buttons,
begin with Step 2 under “Programming HomeLink®.”
Do not repeat Step 1 as this will erase all of the
programmed channels.
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If the indicator light blinks rapidly for two seconds
and then turns to a constant light, continue with
Steps 6 through 8 following to complete the
programming of a rolling-code equipped device
(most commonly, a garage door opener).

6. Locate in the garage, the garage door opener
receiver (motor-head unit). Locate the “Learn”
or “Smart” button. This can usually be found where
the hanging antenna wire is attached to the
motor-head unit.

7. Firmly press and release the “Learn” or “Smart”
button. The name and color of the button may
vary by manufacturer.

You will have 30 seconds to start Step 8.

8. Return to the vehicle. Firmly press and hold the
programmed HomeLink® button for two seconds,
then release. Repeat the press/hold/release
sequence a second time, and depending on the
brand of the garage door opener (or other rolling
code device), repeat this sequence a third time
to complete the programming.

HomelLink® should now activate your rolling-code
equipped device.

To program the remaining two HomeLink® buttons,
begin with Step 2 of “Programming HomeLink®.” You do
not want to repeat step 1, as this will erase all previous
programming.

Gate Operator and Canadian
Programming

Canadian radio-frequency laws require transmitter
signals to “time out” or quit after several seconds of
transmission. This may not be long enough for
HomelLink® to pick up the signal during programming.
Similarly, some U.S. gate operators are manufactured to
“time out” in the same manner.

If you live in Canada, or you are having difficulty
programming a gate operator by using the
“Programming HomeLink®” procedures (regardless of
where you live), replace Step 3 under “Programming
HomeLink®” with the following:

Continue to press and hold the HomeLink® button while
you press and release every two seconds (cycle)

your hand-held transmitter until the frequency signal has
been successfully accepted by HomeLink®. The
indicator light will flash slowly at first and then rapidly.
Proceed with Step 4 under “Programming HomeLink®”
to complete.

Using HomelLink ©

Press and hold the appropriate HomeLink® button for at
least half of a second. The indicator light will come
on while the signal is being transmitted.
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Erasing HomeLink ® Buttons

To erase programming from the three buttons do the
following:

1. Press and hold down the two outside buttons until
the indicator light begins to flash, after 20 seconds.
Do not hold the two outside buttons for longer
than 30 seconds.

2. Release bhoth buttons.

HomelLink® is now in the train (learning) mode and can
be programmed at any time beginning with Step 2
under “Programming HomeLink®” shown earlier in

this section.

Individual buttons cannot be erased, but they can be
reprogrammed. See “Reprogramming a Single
HomeLink® Button” following this section.

Reprogramming a Single HomeLink ©
Button

To program a device to HomeLink® using a HomeLink®
button previously trained, follow these steps:

1. Press and hold the desired HomeLink® button.
Do not release the button.

2. The indicator light will begin to flash after
20 seconds. While still holding the HomeLink®
button, proceed with Step 2 under “Programming
HomelLink®” shown earlier in this section.

Resetting Defaults

To reset HomeLink® to default settings do the following:

1. Hold down the two outside buttons for about
20 seconds until the indicator light begins to flash.

2. Continue to hold both buttons until the HomeLink®
indicator light turns off.

3. Release both buttons.

For questions or comments, contact HomeLink®
at 1-800-355-3515, or on the internet at
www.homelink.com.

Storage Areas

Glove Box

To open, pull the handle down and pull the glove box
door down until it stops and is fully open.

Cupholder(s)

There is one cupholder located at the rear of the shift
lever and one is to the side of the shift lever.

Pull down the door on the back of the center console to
use the rear seat cupholders.
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Center Console Storage Area

There is a storage compartment in the center console
area. To open the lower compartment, pull up on

the release at the front edge of the armrest. Your vehicle
may have an accessory power outlet inside of the
storage area. See Accessory Power Outlets on

page 3-21 for more information.

Map Pocket

Your vehicle may have storage pockets located on the
front edge of the seats, the door panels or the back
of the front seats.

Your vehicle may also have a console picture clip to
hold photos located near the center of the instrument
panel and a parking pass holder located near the
driver’s side door trim.

Rear Compartment Storage
Panel/Cover

Your vehicle may be equipped with an adjustable
panel/cargo cover feature. The panel/cargo cover can
be adjusted into three positions.

NS T \\\
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To use the panel in the lower position, do the following:

1. Insert the front corners of the panel into the
lower guides.

2. Slide the panel forward.

3. Press down on the back of the panel to lock it
in place.
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The panel can be used in this position if you need
additional space above the panel. Place the cargo on
top of the panel in this position.

A\ CAUTION:

If you were to carry things on the adjustable
panel when it is in the upper (cargo cover) or
center positions, during a sudden vehicle
movement or a crash, those things could be
thrown around in the vehicle. You or others
could be injured. When it is in the upper or
center position, always secure any cargo on
the floor beneath the panel/cover.

To use the panel in the center position, do the following:

1. Insert the front corners of the panel into the
middle guides.

2. Slide the panel forward.

3. Press down and pull rearward on the back of the
panel to lock it in place.

The panel can be used in this position when you have
to place a flat or spare tire in the rear cargo area.

To use the panel in the upper position, do the following:

1. Insert the front corners of the panel into the
top guides.

2. Slide the panel forward.

3. Press down and pull rearward on the back of the
panel to lock it in place.

This can be used as a cargo cover for the rear area.
The panel may be installed either carpet or plastic side
up. The panel may also be used as a table in this
position. See “Table” following for more information.

Table

Your vehicle will be equipped with an adjustable panel
that also functions as a table. The maximum load
for the table is 100 Ibs distributed (45 kg).

To set up the table, do the following:

1. With the adjustable panel in the upper position
extend it out, with the plastic side up. The panel
will only extend in the upper position.

2. Rotate the knob to release the leg from the plastic
side of the table and rotate leg outward.

3. Set the table leg onto the liftgate lock striker at the
rear edge of the vehicle.

Make sure to place the table leg securely onto the
liftgate lock striker.
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Notice: Driving with the panel extended into the
table position could damage your vehicle. Always
have the panel in the stored position while you
are driving.

Notice: Placing hot items on the surface of the
table could damage it. Always be sure that the items
that are placed on the surface of the table are of
moderate temperature.

There are four grocery hooks located on the table for
your convenience.

Sunroof

If the vehicle has a
sunroof, the switch to
operate it is located on the
overhead console
between the sun visors.
The sunroof will only
operate when the ignition
is in ACC or while
retained accessory power
(RAP) is active.

The sunroof can be opened to a vent position or it can
be express-opened all of the way.

To open the sunroof to the vent position, open the
sunshade by hand. Then push the back edge of the
sunroof switch and release it.

To fully open the sunroof, push the back edge of the
switch again and release it.

The vent and open positions can be adjusted for driving
comfort by pushing and holding the forward edge of

the switch until the sunroof moves to the desired
position.

To close the sunroof, push the forward edge of the
switch and hold it until the sunroof is closed. The sunroof
will stop if the switch is released during operation.
Remember to close the sunshade by hand.

The sunroof cannot be opened or closed if the vehicle
has an electrical failure.

Notice: If you force the sunshade forward of the
sliding glass panel, damage will occur and the
sunroof may not open or close properly. Always
close the glass panel before closing the sunshade.
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The main components of your instrument panel are the following:

A.

B.

Side Window Outlets. See Climate Control System
on page 3-22.

Turn Signal/Multifunction Lever. See Turn
Signal/Multifunction Lever on page 3-7.

Steering Wheel Controls and Cruise Controls
(If Equipped). See Audio Steering Wheel Controls on
page 3-115 and Cruise Control on page 3-11.

Instrument Panel Cluster. See Instrument Panel
Cluster on page 3-32.

Windshield Wiper/Washer Lever. See Windshield
Wipers on page 3-9.
Ignition Switch. See Ignition Positions on page 2-21.

Hazard Warning Flasher. See Hazard Warning
Flashers on page 3-6.

. Center Air Outlets. See Climate Control System on

page 3-22.
Audio System. See Audio System(s) on page 3-52.

Climate Control System. See Climate Control
System on page 3-22.

Glove Box. See Glove Box on page 2-39.
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Side Air Outlets. See Climate Control System on
page 3-22.

Adjustable Pedal Buttons (If Equipped). See
Adjustable Throttle and Brake Pedal on page 2-23.

. Instrument Panel Brightness Control. See Instrument

Panel Brightness on page 3-19.
Storage Compartment

Fog Lamps (If Equipped). See Fog Lamps on
page 3-19.

Hood Release. See Hood Release on page 5-11.
Parking Brake. See Parking Brake on page 2-27.
Horn. See Horn on page 3-6.

Accessory Power Outlet. See Accessory Power
Outlets on page 3-21.

Shift Lever. See Shifting Into Park (P) on page 2-28.

Center Console Storage Compartment. See
Center Console Storage Area on page 2-40.

Traction Control Button (If Equipped). See Enhanced
Traction System (ETS) on page 4-8.

Rear Wiper/Washer Controls (If Equipped).
See Windshield Washer on page 3-10.




Hazard Warning Flashers

Your hazard warning flashers let you warn others. They
also let police know you have a problem. Your front
and rear turn signal lamps will flash on and off.

The hazard warning
flasher button is located
near the center of the
instrument panel.

Your hazard warning flashers work no matter what
position your key is in, and even if the key is not in.

Press the button to make the front and rear turn signal
lamps flash on and off. Press the button again to
turn the flashers off.

When the hazard warning flashers are on, your turn
signals will not work.

Other Warning Devices

If you carry reflective triangles, you can set them up at
the side of the road about 300 feet (100 m) behind
your vehicle.

Horn

Press near or on the horn symbols on your steering
wheel pad to sound the horn.

Tilt Wheel

A tilt wheel allows you to adjust the steering wheel
before you drive. You can raise the steering wheel to
the highest level to give your legs more room when you
enter and exit the vehicle.

The lever that allows you to tilt and telescope the
steering wheel is located on the left side of the
steering column.




To tilt and telescope the wheel, pull down the lever.
Then move the wheel to a comfortable position, pull up
the lever to lock the wheel in place. The wheel can

be adjusted up and down as well as forward and
backward.

Turn Signal/Multifunction Lever

The lever on the left side of the steering column
includes the following:

Turn and Lane-Change Signals. See Turn and
Lane-Change Signals on page 3-8.

Headlamp High/Low-Beam Changer. See Headlamp
High/Low-Beam Changer on page 3-8.

Flash-to-Pass. See Flash-to-Pass on page 3-8.

Exterior Light Control. See Exterior Lamps on
page 3-14.




Turn and Lane-Change Signals

The turn signal has two upward (for right) and
two downward (for left) positions. These positions allow
you to signal a turn or a lane change.

To signal a turn, move the lever all the way up or down
to the latched position. When the turn is finished, the
lever will return automatically.

An arrow on the instrument
panel cluster will flash in
the direction of the

turn or lane change.

To signal a lane change, just raise or lower the lever
until the arrow starts to flash. Hold it there until you
complete your lane change. The lever will return by itself
when you release it.

A warning chime signal will come on if you have left
your turn signal on for more than 2/3 mile (1 km).

As you signal a turn or a lane change, if the arrows
flash rapidly, a signal bulb may be burned out and other
drivers won't see your turn signal.

If a bulb is burned out, replace it to help avoid an
accident. If the arrows don’t go on at all when you signal
a turn, check for burned-out bulbs and then check the
fuse. See Fuses on page 5-85.

Headlamp High/Low-Beam Changer

To change the headlamps from low beam to high beam,
push the turn signal/multifunction lever away from you.

When the high beams are
on, a light on the
instrument panel cluster
—— also will be on if the
ignition is in ON.

To change the headlamps from high beam to low beam,
pull the turn signal lever toward you.

Flash-to-Pass

This feature lets you use your high-beam headlamps
momentarily to signal a driver in front of you that
you want to pass.

To use it, pull the turn signal/multifunction lever toward
you until the high-beam headlamps come on, then
release the lever to turn them off.




Windshield Wipers

Use this lever located on the right side of the steering
wheel to operate the windshield wipers.

O (Off): Move the lever to this position to turn off the
windshield wipers.

4% (Intermittent): Move the lever to this position to
choose a delayed wiping cycle. Turn the intermittent
adjust band down for a longer delay or up for a shorter
delay. The wiper speed can only be manually adjusted
when the lever is in this position.

& (Speed Sensitive Wipers): Move the lever to this
position for speed sensitive operation. When you
select this position, the delay will change with your
vehicle’'s speed. The wiper speed will increase as you
go faster and decrease as you go slower.

@ (Low Speed): Move the lever up to the first
setting past intermittent, for steady wiping at low speed.

@ (High Speed): Move the lever up to the second
setting past intermittent, for wiping at high speed.

@ (Mist): Move the lever all the way down to this
position for a single wiping cycle. Hold it there until the
windshield wipers start; then let go. The windshield
wipers will stop after one wipe. If you want more wipes,
hold the lever down longer.

Remember that damaged wiper blades may prevent you
from seeing well enough to drive safely. To avoid
damage, be sure to clear ice and snow from the wiper
blades before using them.

If the wiper blades are frozen to the windshield, carefully
loosen or thaw them. If your blades do become
damaged, get new blades or blade inserts.

Heavy snow or ice can overload your wiper motor.

A circuit breaker will stop the motor until it cools. Clear
away snow or ice to prevent an overload. If the

motor gets stuck turn the wipers off, clear away the
snow or ice, and then turn the wipers back on.

As an added safety feature, if the wipers are on for
more than thirty seconds, the vehicle’s headlamps will
turn on automatically. They will turn off when the wipers
are turned off.




Windshield Washer

To wash your windshield, push in the button at the end
of the stalk until the washers begin.

Rear Window Washer/Wiper

A\ CAUTION:

In freezing weather, do not use your washer
until the windshield is warmed. Otherwise the
washer fluid can form ice on the windshield,
blocking your vision.

If your vehicle has a rear
( \ window wiper, the switch is
I_A_s_] located on the center
console. See Instrument
Panel Overview on
page 3-4.
.

When you release the button, the washers will stop, but
the wipers will continue to wipe for about three cycles
and will either stop or will resume the speed you

were using before.

Press the top of the switch to put the wiper in continuous
operation mode. Press the bottom of the switch to put
the wiper system in delay mode. Press the center of the
switch to wash and wipe the rear window. Washer

fluid will spray up the glass as long as the switch

is pushed. When the switch is released, the wipers will
continue to cycle about three times. The neutral
position will turn the wiper system off. There is one
shared washer fluid reservoir for the front and rear
windshield wipers. See Windshield Washer Fluid on
page 5-30.
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Cruise Control

If your vehicle has cruise control, you can maintain a
speed of about 25 mph (40 km/h) or more without
keeping your foot on the accelerator. This can really
help on long trips. Cruise control does not work at
speeds below 25 mph (40 km/h).

Setting Cruise Control

A\ CAUTION:

A\ CAUTION:

Cruise control can be dangerous where you
cannot drive safely at a steady speed. So, do
not use your cruise control on winding roads
or in heavy traffic.

Cruise control can be dangerous on slippery
roads. On such roads, fast changes in tire
traction can cause needless wheel spinning,
and you could lose control. Do not use cruise
control on slippery roads.

If you leave your cruise control on when you
are not using cruise, you might hit a button
and go into cruise when you do not want to.
You could be startled and even lose control.
Keep the cruise control switch off until you
want to use cruise control.
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The cruise control buttons are located on the
steering wheel.

&) (On/Off): Press this button to turn the cruise
control system on and off.

+RES (Resume): Press this part of the button to
resume a set speed and to accelerate the speed.

—SET (Set): Press this part of the button to set a speed
and to decrease the speed.
To set a speed do the following:
1. Press the on/off button to turn cruise control on.
The indicator light on the button will come on.
2. Get to the speed you want.

3. Press the —SET part of the control button and
release it. The cruise symbol will display in the
instrument panel cluster to show the system
is engaged.

4. Take your foot off the accelerator pedal.

Resuming a Set Speed

Suppose you set your cruise control at a desired speed
and then you apply the brake. This, of course,
disengages the cruise control. The cruise symbol in the
instrument panel cluster will also go out indicating
cruise is no longer engaged. To return to your previously
set speed, you do not need to go through the set
process again. Once you're going about 25 mph

(40 km/h) or more, you can press the +RES part of the
button briefly.

This will take you back up to your previously chosen
speed and stay there.

Increasing Speed While Using Cruise
Control

There are two ways to go to a higher speed.
* Disengage the cruise control but do not turn it off.

¢ |f the cruise control system is already engaged,
press the +RES part of the button. Hold it there until
you get up to the speed you want, and then release
the button. To increase your speed in very small
amounts, press the +RES part of the button briefly
and then release it. Each time you do this, your
vehicle will go about 1 mph (1.6 km/h) faster.
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Reducing Speed While Using
Cruise Control
If the cruise control system is already engaged,
* Push and hold the —=SET part of the button until you
reach the lower speed you want, then release it.

* To slow down in very small amounts, push the
—SET part of the button briefly. Each time you
do this, you'll go about 1 mph (1.6 km/h) slower.

Passing Another Vehicle While Using
Cruise Control

Use the accelerator pedal to increase your speed.
When you take your foot off the pedal, your vehicle will
slow down to the cruise control speed you set earlier.

Using Cruise Control on Hills

How well your cruise control will work on hills depends
upon your speed, load and the steepness of the

hills. When going up steep hills, you may have to step
on the accelerator pedal to maintain your speed.

When going downhill, you may have to brake or shift to
a lower gear to keep your speed down. Of course,
applying the brake takes you out of cruise control. Many
drivers find this to be too much trouble and don’t use
cruise control on steep hills.

Ending Cruise Control

There are two ways to disengage the cruise control:

¢ Step lightly on the brake pedal; when cruise control
disengages, the cruise symbol in the instrument
panel cluster will go out.

* Press the on/off button, this will turn off the cruise
control system.
Erasing Speed Memory

When you turn off the cruise control or the ignition, your
cruise control set speed memory is erased.
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Exterior Lamps

The lever on the left side of the steering column
operates the exterior lamps.

The exterior lamp switch has the following four positions:

2D (Headlamps): This position turns on the
headlamps, parking lamps, and taillamps.

=00z (Parking Lamps): This position turns on the
parking lamps and taillamps only.

AUTO (Automatic Headlamp System):  This position
automatically turns on the Daytime Running Lamps
during daytime, and the headlamps, parking lamps, and
taillamps at night.

d) (Off/On):  This position is the momentary Off/On
switch for the Automatic Headlamp System. In Canada,
this only works when the vehicle is in PARK (P).

When operating in AUTO, a momentary turn of the
switch to off/fon will turn off the Automatic Headlamp
System. Rotating the switch to off/on again will turn the
Automatic Headlamp System back on. The Automatic
Headlamp System is always turned on at the beginning
of an ignition cycle.

The following charts show the condition of the vehicle’s
exterior lamps when the transmission is not in
PARK (P) and the switch is moved to each position:
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United States Exterior Lamp Positions for Daytime

Lamps d AUTO =00z ED)
Headlamp OFF OFF OFF ON
Parking Lamp OFF OFF ON ON
DRL/Turn
Signal Lamp OFF ON OFF OFF
Taillamp OFF OFF ON ON

United States Exterior Lamp Positions for Nighttime

Lamps O) AUTO 00 ED)
Headlamp OFF ON OFF ON
Parking Lamp OFF ON ON ON
DRL/Turn
Signal Lamp OFF OFF OFF OFF
Taillamp OFF ON ON ON

3-15



Canadian Exterior Lamp Positions for Daytime

Lamps d AUTO =00 2D
Headlamp OFF OFF OFF ON
Parking Lamp OFF OFF ON ON
DRL/Turn
Signal Lamp ON ON ON OFF
Taillamp OFF OFF ON ON

Canadian Exterior Lamp Positions for Nighttime

Lamps Q) AUTO 200 ED)
Headlamp ON ON ON ON
Parking Lamp ON ON ON ON
DRL/Turn
Signal Lamp OFF OFF OFF OFF
Taillamp ON ON ON ON
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Headlamps on Reminder

If you open the driver’'s door and turn off the
ignition while leaving the lamps on, you will
hear a warning chime.

Headlamps Off in PARK (P)

This feature works when the ignition is on and it is dark
outside. To turn the headlamps off when it is dark
outside but keep other exterior lights on, turn the exterior
lamp control to the parking lamp position. In this
position, the parking lamps, sidemarker lamps, taillamps,
license plate lamps and instrument panel lights will be
on, but the headlamps will be off.

To turn on the headlamps along with the other lamps
when it is dark outside, turn the exterior lamp control to
the AUTO or headlamp position.

This feature will work for Canadian vehicles if the
vehicle is in PARK (P).

Delayed Headlamps

The delayed headlamps feature will continue to
illuminate the headlamps for 20 seconds after the
key is turned to off at night. Then the headlamps will
automatically turn off.

To override the 20 second delayed headlamp feature
while it is active turn the switch at the end of the
turn signal/multifunction lever to the off/on position.

Daytime Running Lamps (DRL)

Daytime Running Lamps (DRL) can make it easier for
others to see the front of your vehicle during the

day. DRL can be helpful in many different driving
conditions, but they can be especially helpful in the short
periods after dawn and before sunset. Fully functional
daytime running lamps are required on all vehicles

first sold in Canada.

The DRL system will make both front turn signal lamps
turn on when the following conditions are met:

* The ignition is on.

* The exterior lamp control is turned to AUTO. In
addition, Canadian vehicles DRL will also turn
on if you have turned on your parking lamps.

* The light sensor detects daytime light.
* The shift lever is not in PARK (P).

While the DRL system is on, the taillamps, sidemarker
lamps, and instrument panel lights will not be
illuminated.
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The DRL system will be off any time your vehicle is in
PARK (P). The DRL system on U.S. vehicles can
also be turned off by using the off/on switch for one
ignition cycle.

As with any vehicle, you should turn on the regular
headlamp system when you need it.

Automatic Headlamp System

When it is dark enough outside, your automatic system
will turn on your headlamps at the normal brightness
along with other lamps such as the taillamps,
sidemarker, parking lamps, instrument panel lights, and
interior switch backlighting.

Your vehicle has a light sensor on top of the instrument
panel. Make sure it is not covered, or the headlamps
may remain on when you do not need them.

The system may also be on when driving through a
parking garage, heavy overcast weather or a tunnel.
This is normal.

There is a delay in the transition between the daytime
and nighttime operation of the automatic lamp control
system so that driving under bridges or bright overhead
street lights does not affect the system. The automatic
lamp control system will only be affected when the light
sensor sees a change in lighting lasting longer than
this delay.

If you start your vehicle in a dark garage, the automatic
lamp system will come on immediately. Once you
leave the garage, it will take about one minute for the
automatic lamp system to change to DRL if it is

light outside. During that delay, your instrument panel
cluster may not be as bright as usual. Make sure

your instrument panel brightness control is in the full
bright position. See Instrument Panel Brightness

on page 3-19.

To idle your vehicle with the system off, turn the ignition
on and rotate the exterior light switch to the off/on
position. For Canadian vehicles, the transaxle must stay
in PARK (P) for this function.

As with any vehicle, you should turn on the regular
headlamps when you need them.
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Fog Lamps

If your vehicle has this
feature, the button for the
fog lamps is located on
the instrument panel, to the
left of the steering wheel.

If your vehicle has fog lamps, the ignition must be on.

Push the button to turn the fog lamps on. An indicator
light in the button will glow when the fog lamps are
on. Push the button again to turn the fog lamps off.

The fog lamps will turn off while the high-beam
headlamps are turned on.

Instrument Panel Brightness

The control for this feature
is located on the
instrument panel to the left
of the steering wheel.

Turn the knob clockwise to brighten the lights or
counterclockwise to dim them.

Dome Lamp

The switch on this lamp has three positions. The on
position will turn on the lamp anytime. The door position
will turn on the lamp whenever a door is opened. The
off position will shut off the lamp completely, even while
a door is opened. Your dome lamp may be equipped
with two rear reading lamps. See Rear Reading Lamps
on page 3-20.
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Entry/Exit Lighting

When you open any door, the lamps inside of your
vehicle will go on. These lamps will fade out 20 seconds
after the last door is closed, or when the ignition is
turned on after all doors have been closed. These lamps
will also go on when you press the trunk release

button, the unlock button or the panic button on the
remote keyless entry transmitter.

The lamps inside of your vehicle will turn on for about
10 seconds after your key is removed from the ignition to
provide an illuminated exit.

Front Reading Lamps

Push the lens to turn the reading lamps on and off. The
reading lamps will turn on when the door is open if

the dome lamp is in the door position. The reading
lamps will also turn on with the dome lamp switch in the
on position. The lamps will not turn on if the door is
open and the dome lamp is in the off position.

Rear Reading Lamps

The vehicle’s dome lamp may have two reading
lamps. The reading lamps turn on and off by pushing
on the lens.

Trunk Lamp

The trunk lamp comes on when you open your trunk.

Cargo Lamp

If your vehicle is the MAXX model, it has a cargo lamp.
The cargo lamp comes on when the liftgate is opened.

If you want to leave the liftgate open you can turn off the
cargo lamp by pushing on the lens.

Battery Run-Down Protection

Your vehicle has a battery run-down protection feature
designed to protect your vehicle’s battery.

When any interior lamp (trunk, reading, or visor vanity)
is left on while the ignition is turned off, the battery
run-down protection system will automatically shut the
lamp(s) off after 20 minutes. This will avoid draining
the battery.
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To reactivate the interior lamps, do one of the following:
® Turn on the ignition.
* Turn the exterior lamp control off and then on.
* Open a door.

* Press any remote keyless entry transmitter button
(if equipped).

* Press the remote trunk release button.

* Press the power door lock switch.

The battery run-down feature will also be activated
when any door on the vehicle is left open and the
ignition is in OFF.

Accessory Power Outlets

With accessory power outlets you can plug in auxiliary
electrical equipment such as a cellular telephone.

For vehicles with Traction Control system, the accessory
power outlets are located on the front of the center
console storage area and also inside the console
storage compartment. The compartment has notches
that allow power cords to be routed outside of the
console while the lid is closed. On vehicles without
Traction Control, both outlets are located on the front of
the center console storage area. There is also an

outlet in the rear cargo area of the MAXX.

Notice: Leaving electrical equipment on for
extended periods will drain the battery. Always turn
off electrical equipment when not in use and do
not plug in equipment that exceeds the maximum
amperage rating.

Certain electrical accessories may not be compatible
with the accessory power outlet and could result

in blown vehicle or adapter fuses. If you experience a
problem see your dealer for additional information

on accessory power outlets.

Notice: Adding any electrical equipment to your
vehicle may damage it or keep other components
from working as they should. The repairs would not
be covered by your warranty. Check with your
dealer before adding electrical equipment.

When adding electrical equipment, be sure to follow the
proper installation instructions included with the
equipment.

Notice: Improper use of the power outlet can cause
damage not covered by your warranty. Do not

hang any type of accessory or accessory bracket
from the plug because the power outlets are
designed for accessory power plugs only.
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Climate Controls

Climate Control System

With this system you can control the heating, cooling
and ventilation for your vehicle. If your vehicle has

the remote start feature, the climate control system will
function as part of the remote start feature. The
system will return to the last settings the vehicle was at
when it was turned off.

Operation

88 (Fan): Turn the left knob clockwise or
counterclockwise to increase or decrease the fan
speed. The fan must be on to run the air-conditioning
compressor.

To change the air delivery settings, turn the right knob
to select one of the following:

;I' (Vent): This mode directs air to the instrument
panel outlets.

i;i (Bi-Level): This mode directs half of the air to the
instrument panel outlets, and the remaining air to

the floor outlets. Some air may be directed toward the
side windows.

i,l' (Floor): This mode directs most of the air to the
floor outlets with some air directed to the side window
outlets.

The right knob can also be used to select defog or
defrost modes. Information on defogging and defrosting
can be found later in this section.
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D (Outside Air):  Press the right side of this button to
turn the outside air mode on. When this mode is selected,
air from outside the vehicle will circulate throughout your
vehicle. When the button is pressed, an indicator light will
come on to let you know that it is activated. The outside
air mode can be used with all modes, but it cannot be
used with the recirculation mode. Pressing this button will
cancel the recirculation mode.

D (Recirculation):  Press the left side of the button
to turn the recirculation mode on. When recirculation
mode is selected, the air inside the vehicle will be
recirculated through the climate control system and the
vehicle, not from outside your vehicle. This mode is
helpful when you are trying to limit odors from entering
your vehicle and for maximum air conditioning
performance in hot weather. When the button is
pressed, an indicator light above the button will come
on to let you know that it is activated. The recirculation
indicator light will blink three times if you try to use
recirculation in a mode that it can not be used in. Only
use this mode when it is needed for comfort, since
window fogging will rapidly occur if the air conditioning
compressor is not engaged.

Pressing this button will cancel the outside air mode.
When you switch to the defog or defrost modes

the system will automatically move from recirculation to
outside air. When you move the mode knob back to
another air delivery mode, the system will move

back into recirculation. When the vehicle or fan is turned
off and back on, the system will default to outside air
automatically. Only use recirculation mode when it

is needed for comfort, since window fogging may occur.

Temperature Control:  Turn the center knob clockwise
or counterclockwise to increase or decrease the
temperature inside your vehicle.

When it's cold outside 0°F (-18°C) or lower, use the
engine coolant heater, if equipped, to provide warmer air
faster to your vehicle. An engine coolant heater warms
the coolant that the engine uses to provide heat to
warm the inside of your vehicle. For more information,
see Engine Coolant Heater on page 2-24.
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L% (Air Conditioning):  Press this button to turn
the air conditioning system on or off. When the air
conditioning button is pressed, an indicator light
will come on to let you know that air conditioning
is activated.

On hot days, open the windows to let hot inside air
escape; then close them. This helps to reduce the time
it takes for your vehicle to cool down. It also helps

the system to operate more efficiently.

For quick cool down on hot days, do the following:
1. Select the vent mode.
2. Select the highest fan speed.
3. Select air conditioning.
4. Select the recirculation mode.
5. Select the coolest temperature.

Using these settings together for long periods of time
may cause the air inside of your vehicle to become too
dry. To prevent this from happening, after the air in
your vehicle has cooled, turn the recirculation mode off.

The air-conditioning system removes moisture from

the air, so you may sometimes notice a small amount of
water dripping underneath your vehicle while idling or
after turning off the engine. This is normal.

Defogging and Defrosting

Fog on the inside of windows is a result of high humidity
(moisture) condensing on the cool window glass. This
can be minimized if the climate control system is

used properly. There are two modes to choose from to
clear fog or frost from your windshield. Use the

defog mode to clear the windows of fog or moisture and
warm the passengers. Use the defrost mode to

remove fog or frost from the windshield more quickly.

Turn the right knob to select the defog or defrost mode.

;W,; (Defog): This mode splits the air between the
windshield and the floor outlets with a small amount
directed to the side windows. When you select this
mode, the system turns off recirculation automatically.
The air-conditioning compressor will run unless the
outside temperature is at or below freezing. The
air-conditioning compressor will operate although the
indicator light will not be on. The air-conditioning
indicator light will turn off when defog is selected. If the
air-conditioning button is pressed while in defog

mode, the indicator light will turn on. If the button is
pressed again, the light will turn off. The recirculation
mode cannot be selected while in the defog mode.

Do not drive the vehicle until all the windows are clear.
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W (Defrost): This mode directs most of the air to the
windshield with some air directed to the floor vents. In this
mode, the system will automatically force outside air into
your vehicle. The air-conditioning compressor will run
unless the outside temperature is at or below freezing.
The air-conditioning compressor will operate although the
indicator light will not be on. The air-conditioning indicator
light will turn off when defrost is selected. If the
air-conditioning button is pressed while in defrost mode,
the indicator light will turn on. If the button is pressed
again, the light will turn off. Recirculation cannot be
selected while in the defrost mode.

To help clear the windshield quickly, do the following:
1. Select the defrost mode.
2. Select the highest temperature.
3. Select the highest fan speed.

Rear Window Defogger

The rear window defogger uses a warming grid to
remove fog or frost from the rear window.

G#) REAR: Press this button to turn the rear window
defogger on or off. An indicator light will come on

to let you know that the rear window defogger is
activated. Be sure to clear as much snow from the rear
window as possible.

If driving below 50 mph (80 kph), the rear window
defogger will turn off about 15 minutes after the button
is pressed. If turned on again, the defogger will only
run for about seven minutes before turning off. The
defogger can also be turned off by pressing the button
again or by turning off the engine.

If your vehicle’s speed is maintained above 50 mph
(80 km/h), the rear window defogger will remain on
once the button is pressed.

If your vehicle has the remote start feature, the rear
defogger will automatically be turned on if it is cold
outside. The indicator light will be on. When the vehicle
transitions out of the remote start mode, the rear
defogger will turn off.

Notice: Don’t use anything sharp on the inside of
the rear window. If you do, you could cut or damage
the warming grid, and the repairs wouldn’t be
covered by your warranty. Do not attach a temporary
vehicle license, tape, a decal or anything similar

to the defogger grid.
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Automatic Climate Control System Automatic Operation

If your vehicle has this system, you can automatically AUTO (Automatic): ~ Select AUTO on both the fan
control the heating, cooling and ventilation in your speed control and the air delivery mode control knobs to
vehicle. activate the automatic system. When automatic

operation is active the system will control the inside
temperature and air delivery.

hd 2 2 hd Use the steps below to place the entire system in
m automatic mode:

)) 1. Place the fan knob and the mode knob to AUTO.
AUTO

The display will now show the current set

temperature. When auto is selected, the air

8 conditioning operation and air inlet will be

% automatically controlled. The air conditioning
\ J compressor will run when the outside temperature
is over about 40°F (4°C). The air inlet will normally

be set to outside air. If it's hot outside, the air

inlet may automatically switch to recirculate inside

air to help quickly cool down your vehicle.
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2. Set the temperature.

To find your comfort setting, start with an initial
temperature setting and allow about 20 minutes for
the system to regulate. Press the up or down
arrow temperature buttons to adjust the temperature
setting as necessary. If you choose the temperature
setting of 60°F (15°C) the system will remain at

the maximum cooling setting. If you choose

the temperature setting of 90°F (32°C) the system
will remain at the maximum heat setting. Choosing
either maximum setting will not cause the vehicle

to heat or cool any faster.

Be careful not to cover the sensor located on the
top of the instrument panel near the windshield. This
sensor regulates air temperature based on sun
load, and also turns on your headlamps.

Also be careful not to cover the sensor grille on the
lower right side of the climate control faceplate.
This senses the inside vehicle temperature needed
for proper regulation.

To avoid blowing cold air at start-up in cold weather,
the system will delay turning on the fan until

warm air is available. The length of delay depends
on the engine coolant temperature. Turning the

fan knob will override this delay and change the fan
to a selected speed.

If your vehicle has the remote start feature, the climate
control display will initially show “AS” in place of the
temperature to indicate the remote start has been
activated. The system will automatically regulate the
temperature.

Manual Operation

You may manually adjust the air delivery mode or
fan speed.

O (Off): Select this position on the fan knob to turn off
the entire climate control system. Outside air will still
enter the vehicle, and will be directed to the floor. This
direction can be changed by changing the mode
position. The temperature can also be adjusted using
either the up or down arrow temperature buttons.

& (Fan): The knob with the fan symbol allows you to
manually adjust the fan speed.

;l' (Vent): This mode directs air to the instrument
panel outlets.

G','.i (Bi-Level): This mode directs half of the air to the

instrument panel outlets, and the remaining air to
the floor outlets.

3-27



6,4' (Floor): This mode directs most of the air to
the floor outlets with some air directed to the side
window outlets.

The right knob can also be used to select defog or
defrost modes. Information on defogging and defrosting
can be found later in this section.

D (Outside Air):  Press the right side of this button to
turn the outside air mode on. When this mode is selected,
air from outside the vehicle will circulate throughout your
vehicle. When the button is pressed, an indicator light will
come on to let you know that it is activated. The outside
air mode can be used with all modes, but it cannot be
used with the recirculation mode. Pressing this button will
cancel the recirculation mode.

<A (Recirculation):  Press the left side of the button
to turn the recirculation mode on. When recirculation
mode is selected, the air inside the vehicle will be
recirculated through the climate control system and the
vehicle, not from outside your vehicle. This mode is
helpful when you are trying to limit odors from entering
your vehicle and for maximum air conditioning
performance in hot weather. When the button is
pressed, an indicator light above the button will come
on to let you know that it is activated. The recirculation
indicator light will blink three times if you try to use
recirculation in a mode that it can not be used in.

Only use this mode when it is needed for comfort, since
window fogging will rapidly occur if the air conditioning
compressor is not engaged.

Pressing this button cancels the auto recirculation
feature. Each time the vehicle is started, the system will
revert to the auto recirculation function.

If you select recirculation while in defrost, defog or floor,
the light on the button will flash three times and go

out to let you know this is not allowed. This is to prevent
window fogging.

When the weather is cool or damp, operating the system
in recirculation for extended periods of time may cause
fogging of the vehicle’s windows. To clear the fog, select
either defog or defrost. Make sure the air conditioning is
on. You will want to allow the air conditioning to run
automatically to help dehumidify the air.

Temperature Control:  Press the up and down arrows
to increase or decrease the temperature inside the
vehicle.

Lk (Air Conditioning):  Press this button to turn the air
conditioning compressor on and off. A light above the
button will illuminate when the air conditioning is on.

When air conditioning is selected or in AUTO mode, the
system will run the air conditioning automatically to
cool and dehumidify the air entering the vehicle.
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On hot days, open the windows long enough to let hot
inside air escape. This reduces the time it takes for
your vehicle to cool down. Then keep your windows
closed for the air conditioner to work its best.

On cool, but sunny days while using manual operation
of the automatic system, use bi-level to deliver warm
air to the floor and cooler air to the instrument

panel outlets. To warm or cool the air delivered, press
the temperature buttons to the desired setting.

In AUTO mode the system will cool and dehumidify the
air inside the vehicle. Also while in AUTO mode, the
system will maximize its performance by using
recirculation as necessary.

Heating: On cold days when using manual operation of
the automatic system, choose floor mode to deliver
air to the floor outlets. To warm or cool the air delivered,
push the temperature buttons to the desired setting.

If you want to use the automatic mode, turn the knob to
AUTO and adjust the temperature by pressing the
temperature buttons.

The heater works best if you keep the windows closed
while using it.

Defogging and Defrosting

You can use either defog or front defrost to clear fog or
frost from your windshield. Use the defog mode to
clear the windows of fog or moisture. Use the front
defrost button to defrost the front windshield.

fw,.i (Defog): Use this setting to clear the windows of fog
or moisture. Turn the mode knob to this position to
select this setting. This setting will deliver air to the floor
and windshield outlets.

\ (Defrost): Turn the mode knob to this position to
defrost the windshield. The system will automatically
control the fan speed if you select defrost from AUTO
mode. If the outside temperature is 40°F (4°C) or
warmer, your air conditioning compressor will
automatically run to help dehumidify the air and dry the
windshield. The air conditioning indicator light will

blink three times if you try to turn off the compressor
while in this mode.
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Rear Window Defogger

The rear window defogger uses a warming grid to
remove fog from the rear window.

Gy (Rear): Press this button to turn the rear window
defogger on or off. An indicator light above the

button will come on to let you know that the rear window
defogger is activated.

If driving below 50 mph (80 km/h), the rear window
defogger will turn off about 15 minutes after the button
is pressed. If you need additional warming time,

press the button again.

If your vehicle’s speed is maintained above 50 mph
(80 km/h), the rear window defogger will remain on
once the button is pressed.

If your vehicle has heated mirrors this button will also
activate that feature.

If your vehicle has the remote start feature, the rear
defogger and heated mirrors will automatically be turned
on if it is cold outside. The indicator light will not be

on. When the vehicle transitions out of remote

start mode the rear defogger and heated mirrors will
turn off.

Notice: Using a razor blade or sharp object to clear
the inside rear window may damage the rear
window defogger. Repairs would not be covered by
your warranty. Do not clear the inside of the rear
window with sharp objects.

Outlet Adjustment

Use the thumbwheels on the air outlets, located on the
center and on the sides of the instrument panel, to
change the horizontal direction of the airflow. Use the
tabs on the outlet vanes to change the vertical direction
of the airflow. Use the tabs on the outlet vanes to

shut off airflow to the outlets.

The two upper outlets in the center of the instrument
panel are dedicated to the rear seats. These outlets are
fixed to aim airflow into the rear seats to help cool

the rear occupants in hot weather. Airflow can be shut
off at the upper outlets by turning the vertical
thumbwheel. The louvers are fixed, do not attempt to
move them or they may break.
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Operation Tips

* Clear away any ice, snow or leaves from the air
inlets at the base of the windshield that may
block the flow of air into your vehicle.

¢ Use of non-GM approved hood deflectors may
adversely affect performance of the system.

e Keep the path under the front seats clear of objects
to help circulate the air inside of your vehicle more
effectively.

* When an objectionable odor outside the vehicle is
encountered, use the recirculation mode, with the
temperature knob at a comfortable setting to prevent
the odor from entering the vehicle through the
ventilation system. This can be helpful when driving
through a long tunnel with poor ventilation.
However, extended usage of this mode in cold or
cool weather can cause window fogging.

Warning Lights, Gages, and
Indicators

This part describes the warning lights and gages that
may be on your vehicle. The pictures will help you
locate them.

Warning lights and gages can signal that something is
wrong before it becomes serious enough to cause

an expensive repair or replacement. Paying attention to
your warning lights and gages could also save you

or others from injury.

Warning lights come on when there may be or is a
problem with one of your vehicle’s functions. As you will
see in the details on the next few pages, some

warning lights come on briefly when you start the
engine just to let you know they are working. If you are
familiar with this section, you should not be alarmed
when this happens.

Gages can indicate when there may be or is a problem
with one of your vehicle’s functions. Often gages

and warning lights work together to let you know when
there is a problem with your vehicle.

When one of the warning lights comes on and stays on
when you are driving, or when one of the gages

shows there may be a problem, check the section that
tells you what to do about it. Please follow this
manual’s advice. Waiting to do repairs can be

costly — and even dangerous. So please get to know
your warning lights and gages. They are a big help.
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Instrument Panel Cluster

Your instrument panel cluster is designed to let you know at a glance how your vehicle is running. You'll know how
fast you're going, how much fuel you're using, and many other things you will need to drive safely and economically.

Your vehicle has this instrument panel cluster, which includes indicator warning lights and gages that are explained
on the following pages.

3 4

RPM
x1000

United States version shown, Canada Similar
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Speedometer and Odometer

Your speedometer lets you see your speed in both
miles per hour (mph) and kilometers per hour (km/h).

Your odometer shows how far your vehicle has
been driven, in either miles (used in the United States)
or kilometers (used in Canada).

Your vehicle has a tamper resistant odometer. The
digital odometer will read 999,999 if someone tries to
turn it back.

You may wonder what happens if your vehicle needs a
new odometer installed. If the new one can be set to
the mileage total of the old odometer, then it must

be. But if it can’t, then it's set at zero and a label must
be put on the driver’s door to show the old mileage
reading when the new odometer was installed.

Trip Odometer

The trip odometer can tell you how far you have driven
since you last reset it.

The trip odometer is accessed and reset through the
Driver Information Center (DIC). See DIC Operation and
Displays on page 3-46 for more information.

Tachometer

The tachometer shows your engine speed in revolutions
per minute (rpm).
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Safety Belt Reminder Light

When the key is turned to ON, a chime will come on
for several seconds to remind people to fasten

their safety belts, unless the driver's safety belt is
already buckled.

The safety belt light will
also come on and stay
on for several seconds,
then it will flash for
several more.

If the driver’s belt is already buckled, neither the chime
nor the light will come on.

Airbag Readiness Light

There is an airbag readiness light on the instrument
panel, which shows the airbag symbol. The system
checks the airbag’s electrical system for malfunctions.
The light tells you if there is an electrical problem.

The system check includes the airbag sensor, the airbag
modules, the wiring and the crash sensing and
diagnostic module. For more information on the airbag
system, see Airbag System on page 1-51.

This light will come on

when you start your

. PY vehicle, and it will flash for
a few seconds. Then

ﬂ\ the light should go out.
This means the system

is ready.

If the airbag readiness light stays on after you start the
vehicle or comes on when you are driving, your

airbag system may not work properly. Have your vehicle
serviced right away.
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A\ CAUTION:

Charging System Light

If the airbag readiness light stays on after
you start your vehicle, it means the airbag
system may not be working properly. The
airbags in your vehicle may not inflate in a
crash, or they could even inflate without a
crash. To help avoid injury to yourself or
others, have your vehicle serviced right away
if the airbag readiness light stays on after you
start your vehicle.

The charging system light
will come on for a few
seconds when you turn on

the ignition as a check
to show you it is working.

The airbag readiness light should flash for a few
seconds when you turn the ignition key to ON. If the
light doesn’t come on then, have it fixed so it will

be ready to warn you if there is a problem.

If it stays on, or comes on while you are driving and you
hear a chime, you may have a problem with the
electrical charging system. It could indicate that you
have a loose generator drive belt or another electrical
problem. Have it checked right away. Driving while

this light is on could drain your battery.

If you must drive a short distance with the light on, be
certain to turn off all your accessories, such as the radio
and air conditioner.
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Brake System Warning Light

Your vehicle’s hydraulic brake system is divided into
two parts. If one part isn’t working, the other part can
still work and stop you. For good braking, though,
you need both parts working well.

If the warning light comes on, there is a brake problem.
Have your brake system inspected right away.

BRAKE

The Driver Information Center (DIC) may display a Low
Brake Fluid or Push Park Pedal message. These
messages might help to determine why the brake
system warning light is on. See DIC Warnings and
Messages on page 3-50.

If the light comes on while you are driving, pull off the
road and stop carefully. You may notice that the pedal is
harder to push. Or, the pedal may go closer to the

floor. It may take longer to stop. If the light is still on,
have the vehicle towed for service. See Towing

Your Vehicle on page 4-35.

A\ CAUTION:

United States Canada

This light should come on briefly when you turn the
ignition key to ON. If it doesn’t come on then, have it

fixed so it will be ready to warn you if there’s a problem.

When the ignition is on, the brake system warning

light will also come on when you set your parking brake.

The light will stay on if your parking brake doesn’t
release fully. If it stays on after your parking brake is
fully released, it means you have a brake problem.

3-36

Your brake system may not be working
properly if the brake system warning light

is on. Driving with the brake system warning
light on can lead to an accident. If the light

is still on after you have pulled off the road
and stopped carefully, have the vehicle towed
for service.




Anti-Lock Brake System
Warning Light

&)

If the light stays on, turn the ignition to off. If the light
comes on and the chime sounds when you are driving,
stop as soon as possible and turn the ignition off.

Then start the engine again to reset the system. If the
light still stays on, or comes on again while you are
driving, your vehicle needs service. If the regular brake
system warning light is not on, you still have brakes,

but you do not have anti-lock brakes. If the regular brake
system warning light is also on, you do not have
anti-lock brakes and there is a problem with your regular
brakes. See Brake System Warning Light on page 3-36
earlier in this section.

If your vehicle has the
anti-lock brake system, the
light will come on when
your engine is started and
may stay on for several
seconds. That's normal.

The anti-lock brake system warning light will come on
briefly when you turn the ignition key to ON. This is
normal. If the light does not come on then, have it fixed
so it will be ready to warn you if there is a problem.

Enhanced Traction System
Warning Light

If your vehicle has the
Enhanced Traction
System (ETS), this light
may come on for the
following reasons:

¢ |f you turn the system off by pressing the
TC (traction control) button located on the center
console, the light will come on and stay on. To turn
the system back on, press the button again and
the warning light should go out.

¢ |If there’s a brake system problem that is specifically
related to traction control, the ETS will turn off and
the warning light will come on.

If the traction control system warning light comes on
and stays on for an extended period of time when the
system is turned on, your vehicle needs service.
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Enhanced Traction System
Active Light

If your vehicle has the
Enhanced Traction
System (ETS), this light
will come on when

the system is limiting
wheel spin.

TC

Slippery road conditions may exist if the Enhanced
Traction System active light comes on, so adjust your
driving accordingly.

The light will stay on for a few seconds after the system
stops limiting wheel spin.

Engine Coolant Temperature
Warning Light

This light indicates that
the engine coolant has
overheated or the
radiator cooling fan

is not working.
~ -~

R

This light will come on briefly when you turn on the
ignition as a check to show you it is working.

If the vehicle has been operating under normal driving
conditions, pull off the road, stop the vehicle, and turn off
the engine as soon as possible.

See Cooling System on page 5-26 for more information.
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Engine Coolant Temperature Gage
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This gage shows the engine coolant temperature. If the
gage pointer moves into the red area, the light comes
on and you hear a chime, your engine is too hot! It
means that your engine coolant has overheated.

If you have been operating your vehicle under normal
driving conditions, you should pull off the road, stop your
vehicle and turn off the engine as soon as possible.

See Engine Overheating on page 5-24.

Malfunction Indicator Lamp
Check Engine Light

Your vehicle is equipped
with a computer which
monitors operation of the
fuel, ignition, and emission
control systems.

LA

This system is called OBD Il (On-Board
Diagnostics-Second Generation) and is intended to
assure that emissions are at acceptable levels for the
life of the vehicle, helping to produce a cleaner
environment. The check engine light comes on to
indicate that there is a problem and service is required.
Malfunctions often will be indicated by the system
before any problem is apparent. This may prevent more
serious damage to your vehicle. This system is also
designed to assist your service technician in correctly
diagnosing any malfunction.
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Notice: If you keep driving your vehicle with this
light on, after awhile, your emission controls

may not work as well, your fuel economy may not
be as good, and your engine may not run as
smoothly. This could lead to costly repairs that may
not be covered by your warranty.

Notice: Modifications made to the engine,
transaxle, exhaust, intake, or fuel system of your
vehicle or the replacement of the original tires with
other than those of the same Tire Performance
Criteria (TPC) can affect your vehicle’s emission
controls and may cause this light to come on.
Modifications to these systems could lead to costly
repairs not covered by your warranty. This may
also result in a failure to pass a required Emission
Inspection/Maintenance test.

This light should come on, as a check to show you it is
working, when the ignition is on and the engine is

not running. If the light does not come on, have it
repaired. This light will also come on during a
malfunction in one of two ways:

* Light Flashing — A misfire condition has been
detected. A misfire increases vehicle emissions
and may damage the emission control system
on your vehicle. Diagnosis and service may
be required.

* Light On Steady — An emission control system
malfunction has been detected on your vehicle.
Diagnosis and service may be required.

If the Light is Flashing

The following may prevent more serious damage to
your vehicle:

* Reducing vehicle speed
¢ Avoiding hard accelerations
* Avoiding steep uphill grades

* |If you are towing a trailer, reduce the amount of
cargo being hauled as soon as it is possible

If the light stops flashing and remains on steady, see “If
the Light Is On Steady” following.

If the light continues to flash, when it is safe to do so,
stop the vehicle. Find a safe place to park your vehicle.
Turn the key off, wait at least 10 seconds and restart
the engine. If the light remains on steady, see “If

the Light Is On Steady” following. If the light is still
flashing, follow the previous steps, and see your dealer
for service as soon as possible.

3-40



If the Light Is On Steady

You may be able to correct the emission system
malfunction by considering the following:

Did you recently put fuel into your vehicle?

If so, reinstall the fuel cap, making sure to fully install
the cap. See Filling Your Tank on page 5-8. The
diagnostic system can determine if the fuel cap has
been left off or improperly installed. A loose or missing

fuel cap will allow fuel to evaporate into the atmosphere.

A few driving trips with the cap properly installed
should turn the light off.

Did you just drive through a deep puddle of water?

If so, your electrical system may be wet. The condition
will usually be corrected when the electrical system
dries out. A few driving trips should turn the light off.

Have you recently changed brands of fuel?

If so, be sure to fuel your vehicle with q